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Love, Devotion, Respect, Commitment, Atheism!

TAMPA, FL—On Thursday, March 29th, 2007, history was
made as The Atheist Forum broadcast the first atheist
wedding live on television! John Kieffer and Diana Wester
exchanged extraordinary vows and were married in what
can only be described as a touching and unpretentious
ceremony that made this editor proud to be an atheist.

Honorable mention and gratitude must be given to a
few other people, who played important roles as well: Joe
Reinhardt (officiator), Ed Golly (producer); Nan Owens
(camera); Rob Curry (control room); Tracy Thomas (maid
of honor); and Carlos Coronado (best man). A special
thank you must go to Margaret Downey, President of
Atheist Alliance International, for providing much of the
secular celebrant text that was used as the basis for John
‘s and Diana’s ceremony. My sincere apologies to anyone
whose name | neglected to mention. Now, it is my honor,
to present the full text of the ceremony here.

Though there is much joy here this evening, tleisemony
takes place in light of the sad truth that notl@ing couples,
simply by virtue of gender and sexual orientatiare granted
the same rights as we to bind in a way that i<iaffy and le-
gally recognized. As we proceed with this ritwad do so in
total disagreement with the intolerance of prestate laws in
this respect. Having acknowledged this reality, ga¢her here
this evening in Tampa to witness the marriage cergmof
Diana and John.

Tracy and Carlos, you were requested to witheisscire-
mony because Diana and John care about you. Thstyou,
and they need you to be near them during this apeiohe.
They invoke your support, your approval, your loged your
good will towards this new marriage.

Out of the billions of people who inhabit our pdanthe five
of us have come together to participate in the iager cere-
mony of two unique individuals. Out of billions péople in the
world, Diana and John found and chose each othey have
decided that life will be better if they spendagether as hus-
band and wife As an Atheist couple, Diana and Yehfize that
there is only one life. Life choices, therefore,snbe weighed
carefully and much consideration should be givenldoisions
that may alter and significantly impact our lives.

We all have freedom of choice and that is what esathe
union of Diana and John so very special. Diana Jotth have
already begun their journey together. They haveyadg the
exhilaration of finding one another and they hatwiggled
through many difficulties together.

This ceremony connotes the end of that beginning a
marks a new beginning - the beginning of a comuhitiietime

journey. Diana and John, you have arrived at a noost
cal juncture - the beginning of a journey that wébuire each
of you to fully enter into each others experienoe aare for
each other in exceptional ways. This self-transeand is a
prerequisite for further personal growth.

In a good marriage each person is continually grgwhile
growing in understanding of the other. This kirfdlave and
intimacy enables each to relate to others more mgaudly.

Every intimacy makes the whole world different apakns
one up to the world's reality rather than protectine from it.
Please take a handful of rose petals and as ysuthesose pet-
als outward, declare yourselves better able to acabthe world
as partners. Enjoy not only the perfume of onetlaero but the
sweetness of nature and humanity. With the tossirtbe rose
petals you have demonstrated your enthusiasm flurenand
your acknowledgment that Atheists seek renewal fnatare.

Together, you now embark on a quest for meaningful
periences and social connections outside of trawiti institu-
tions. Have no fear and do not allow the ways efuhenlight-
ened to give you unease. Atheists also desire sufipm their
family and the humanist community - both near ard f

Atheists use reason and common sense as thei.ddfiden
emotion and intellect combine they provide the fiation of
profound love. Marriage is a cooperative ventuneevery
sense. It is a relationship based on love, respect,a determi-
nation on the part of both wife and husband to stdja each
others temperaments and moods in health or sickngss or
sadness - ease or hardship.

Diana and John, the reality is that everyoneésisiflimited
to a finite amount of time. As Atheists, we agrethviRobert G.
Ingersoll who said, "The time to be happy is nowePlace to
be happy is here. The way to be happy is to makerst
happy." Take the time to make your partner feecsd. Never
take each other for granted. Take the time tedisind to share.
Give each other the benefit of the doubt becausemamication
will be different at times and misunderstandinge arevita-
ble. It takes time, effort, courage, and committmenmake a
successful marriage. Take the time to negotiatealk about
your fears, failures, and disappointments. Talk uhbeach
other's expectations, hopes, and dreams. Be feemibdl willing
to adapt well to changes and new circumstancesvéhb, take
the time to tell each other what you want. Takerisle of being
vulnerable with each othe(Continued on page 3)

Atheism is nothing more than the noises reasonable
people make when in the presence of religious dogma

—Sam Harris (An Atheist Manifesto)
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hanges in climate caused by globaldegree rise in temperature is enormous

warming can have a serious effect onwhen all life is considered. Warm blooded
evolution. Before | can discuss this issue lanimals can create their own heat and have
must explain whyl believe that global cooling mechanism.
warming is a real threat!| checked the Consider animal migration. Large ani-
sources where scientific research is beingnals like a polar bear or an alligator may
done on global warming, over sixty colleges,move to a new location if there is an envi-
universities, private companies, and governfonment available for them, but there is no
chance for their gene pool to adapt if the

Jim Strayer is a retired biology
teacher living with his wife,
Bobbe, in Ormond-By-The-Sea,
Florida. He can be reached at
BIOJIMS@aol.com.

environment is not suitable for there exis-
tence. If the environment is suitable it
would take many years to have a change in
the gene pool. Small animals with very
short breed cycles have a better chance.
Mice can reproduce in about twenty-two
days. They have a chance, although not a
good one, to have enough mutations and
recombination's of genes to adapt to an en-

ment research fa-
cilities are involved

in this research. vironment that had not been friendly to
They are spread them.

world wide, from Almost all plants and plants and animals
Africa, North cannot adjust to the conditions of their envi-

America, Australia, ronment. They adapt genetically. Insects are
Greenland, North/South poles, even Tasmaa good example because they can migrate
nia. Hundreds of scientists were involved. with suitable conditions and they can
All supported the concept of global warming evolve quickly. Insects are the big winners
due to carbon dioxide emission caused byin global warming. Some reproduce in fan-
human activity. tastic numbers is a few week or months.

There are at least fifteen ways that globalTheir ability to mutate in a short time is
warming scientific studies are carried out. well documented with studies on flies, ants,
Most deal with the physical environment, mosquitoes, fleas, ticks, and other critters
like temperature, ice cores, mud cores, pollu-humans dislike. Some changes have already
tion effect on sun light, etc. Research thatbeen observed and insects are on the move
deal directly with living organisms are: to warmer areas (Ticks have been observed
" Animal migration in January in some of the northern coun-

Insect control tries). Evolution is in their favor. Insect

Coral growth populations have already moved north to
" Animal and plant population problems. environment_s that_ where previously too
The research results are credible; the evolu€0ld for their survival. They now have a
tionary angle is therefore, cogent. chance to evolve and adapt.

Many articles deal with animal and plant /N water environments the same rules
moving to new locations or becoming ex- ap_ply. Coral off the coast of Australia are
tinct, but few mention evolution. The general dying because of an increase of ocean tem-
rule in evolution is that the complexity of an Perature. The algae that are associated with
organism and its life span has a great effecthem are also dying. This has a domino
on how it can evolve. Some bacteria can€ffect because the algae furnish food and
divide every fiteen minutes and human can©xygen for high form of life.
reproduce after fifteen years. It is obvious Population problems always occur when
that bacteria have a greater chance of evolvth® balance is disturbed. Sudden changes
ing to adapt to a new environment than hu-mean that plants and anlmals_ do not have a
mans. chance to adapt. Many will die, but evolu-

The models on global warming have ti(_)n (_joes not stop. Other plants_ and animals
predicted changes in the environment evenill fill the niches left by species that die
greater than the ones already observedOUt o _ _

When scientists predict great changes in ten EVolutionists cannot predict with cer-
to one hundred years it is sometimes difficult tainty what will be the result of global

to believe these changes can really affectv@rming, but they can say with certainty
evolution. The time frame is so short that that cold blooded animals, plants and bacte-

only certain species will have a chance to'i@ Will be affected first either by extinction
adapt through evolutionary change. A two Migration or mutation. A
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You will never finish building your relationshimd ~ With abiding confidence and affection, Tracy, Carlo
together you will find new ways to nourish eachesth ~ and I send you forth upon your journey in life tthgs
lives while finding greater happiness and meanimg i
your own. Diana and John, please look deeply into
each others eyes.

With no approval or permission from any gods, dsiti
or other imaginary invisible aliens, | hereby deela
John please commit to Diana by repeating after meDiana and John to be husband and wife each to love,
As your husband and your friend, | promise thatill w honor, and cherish the other for the rest of thegs.
stand by you In sickness and in health, Please embrace and kiss for the first time as dinite
B ror better and for worse, For richer and for poorer  individuals.
With no  For as long as we both shall live
approval What token do you offer Diana as a symbol of your
) commitment? Do you, John take Diana to be your wife
Or PErMIS-  and pledge to her your respect and faithful lowerir
sion from this day forward?
any gods, Please place Diana’s ring on her finger.

deities or _ . .
other Diana please commit to John py repeating after me:
) ; As your wife and your friend, I, Diana , promisadtth
Imaginary  wijll stand by you, In sickness and in health,
invisible  For better and for worse, for richer and for pooyé&or
aliens, | aslong as we both shall live.
hereby What token_, Diana, dq you offer John as a symbol of
declare your commitment to him? Do you _Dlana take Jabn
. be your husband and pledge to him your respect and
Diana and  jthful love from this day forward?
John to be Please place John's ring on his finger

husband

and wife... You will be reminded each day of your commitment

to this marriage with the wearing of your weddinggr
I words are powerful but fleeting. The wedding ring,
therefore, becomes the enduring symbol of the pgemi
we have just heard.

Diana and John, you have formalized in our pres-
ence the existence of the bond of love between you
vowing to be loyal and loving toward one another. |
expressing your affirmations, you have pronounced
yourself husband and wife.

Closing notes:

The lovely bride—Diana, indicated that her choid¢e o
peacock feathers for her bouquet was symbolic of Da
win’s theory of sexual selection. The wedding cake
was an evolution cake and, the bride also worera Da
win fish on her garter!

Speaking on behalf oftheists of Florida | would,
again like to extend my congratulations and verstbe
wishes to the bride and groom, for a long lifectihgr,
filled with love, respect, and prosperity—MH A
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TaLLAHASSEE—Some Florida legislatorthink that sci-
ence, logistics, and common-sense preparationestrat
gies for hurricane season are not enough - tigdigve
that state-sanctioned prayer is in order. Thesectia¢
aspirants, imbued as they are with metaphysical and
meteorological insights, have solemnly declaredeJun
1, the first day of hurricane season, as a dayafeqr.
"For those of us who believe in God and prayer, we
could pray that he have mercy on us and turn the-hu
canes away, or at least protect us" said Senaterijaj
Leader Daniel Webster, R-Winter Garden, the sponsor
of Senate bill S3084. Democratic Senator Nan Rich
cautiously expressed skepticism: "I'm sorry, buatypr
alone isn't going to do it." For the edificationdan
amusement of our readers, following is the texthi$
legislative waste of gray matter and printing costs

A resolution recognizing the first day of Hurri-
cane Season, June 1, 2007, as a day of prayer.
WHEREAS, throughout our history, our Nation has
TaLLaHassee—The end of the recent legislative ses- turned to prayer for strength and guidance in times
sion came to a bittersweet finale for State Senatorof challenge and uncertainty, and _
Rhonda Storms, R-Valrico, as she was lauded by helVHEREAS, past presidents, including Presidents
colleagues, but suffered two legislative defeats. Seorge Washington, Abraham Lincoln, and others,

- . L , ave called for a day of prayer at times of crisis and
The first bill to sink in troubled waters would've

SAN ANTONIO, TX—A lightning strike was suspected of
sparking a fire that destroyed a church buildingyea
Wednesday, April 25th on the city's Southwest Side.
Fire officials said that a children's recreatiomtee
behind thelglesia De Jordanin the
2900 block of Southwest Loop 410
was fully engulfed in flames when
they arrived at 3 a.m. The church
Pastor said that the building was less
than a year old. Even though light-
ning is suspected, arson investigators
will look into it. No injuries were
reported, although there were several
unconfirmed Zeus sightings.

- required judges to document certain reasons fomall S\I,Sﬁét;;:g’dour first President wrote in 1790, "May
No inju- ing minors to have abortions without telling thpar-  the father of all mercies scatter light and not dar k-
ries were ents, and to determine whether the minor was intimi ness in our paths..." as we face the challenges of
reported dated into requesting an abortion (S 1602); thus_ na our times, God's purpose continues to guide us,
' rowly passed in the Senate but was torpedoed in th@nd we continue to trust in the goodness of His
although e Other legislators felt this bill might creat Plans, and , ,
there  “unforeseen problems”, like maybe legal challenges. WHEREAS, we have been warned by leading hurri-
were sev- The second ill-fated piece of legislation addrdsse ﬁﬁ?r?(:;?‘rg(;f;:gi cg‘ntg]e likelihood of a very active
eral un- Moby Dick-sized issue which by gll accounts hastkep WHEREAS, our ’preparations can protect against
confirmed  °ur female Captain Ahab angrily stomping around pyrricanes but cannot influence the strength or
7 deck, all night long, for many a moosexual offend-  frequency with which they occur, and
~ £BUS o1 The aborted bill in question (S 0098), would have WHEREAS, in addition to these preparations, the
sightings  required life sentences for repeat sexual offendars residents of this state are in need of protection,
addition to just boosting penalties in generathi$ bill NOW, THEREFORE, Be It Resolved by the Senate of
IS had become law, one can only imagine (and hope forjhe State of Florida: That in recognition of the fi  rst
the resulting vacuum in sectarian organizationgaas ~ 0ay Of Hurricane Season, June 1, 2007, the Senate
ous clergymen and church workers finally got their ceallj, upon the residents of this state to pray that
legal comeuppance. od would have mercy on our state and protect us
. ) from harm.
Nevertheless, true to form, Storms quickly shifted = Tpig egitor never ceases to be amazed at how cava-
context and focus:I'think the public would be shocked lierly Christians misquote, or quote out of confeke
to know that there are senators who say that they & o nding Fathers. Washington did write the above
tough on child predators and then won't be account- 4 otation, in a letter to the Hebrew Congregatién o
able for their vote' The second bill evidently failed  Newport, RI The Papers of George Washington,
because, at the last minute, Storms introduced arpresigential Serigsw. W. Abbot et al., eds., vol. 6,
amendment to keep her bill in line with the House-v  »g4_86) The purpose of the letter was to assuge th
sion to ensure passage, which incidentally, kick®tl  gepnardic congregation that they, too, as citizens,
: penalties up a notch  joyed the same rights and had nothing to fear. kard
Atheist Forum as well. Some of .
Hillsborough County Public Access TV an er.]dor‘?'eme.nt for Q|V|ne Weather control. .
‘r‘1er co!leagu“es felt Historical fine points aside, Senator Webster's im
_ Live Thursday ...7 PM hoodwinked” and  pjied plea to his god to protect Florida, at theliit
Bright House: Ch 20, Verizon: Ch 30, bristled at this ma-

Schedule changes every 13 weeks. To be kept informed,
send e-mail address to AthALFLE@aol.com

expense of other states, is morally reprehensibte a

Comcast: Ch 20 N oL o .
indicative of the solipsistic parochialism thataisthe

neuver.

Rerun Tuesday ...7 PM L
- cee core, and result, of all devout religiosity.
Bright House: Ch 19, Verizon: Ch 36 9 y
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inclusive values. They have wisely discarded mutth o
the archaic, anti-human dogma of The Old Testament
and the hell-fire of The New Testament to embrace a
kinder gentler faith, one far more genuinely repréa-

tive of brotherly love. They, and we, have rejectieel

“As athe-
ists, we
are always
willing to
engage in
friendly,
civil dia-
logue with
those de-
siring to
under-
stand us.”

The following letter was co-written by President idea that one should literally or figuratively séoto

Reinhardt and Secretary Young to the Board, Pastor, death those who dare to march to the beat of ardift

and Congregation of the First Baptist Church of Indian drummer. Instead, they simply attempt to win hearts

Rocks on March 30, 2007 . and minds with brotherly love and a welcome mat. We
don’t object to that kind of religion at all.

Dear Board, Pastor and Congregation: Admittedly, their inclusiveness and brotherly love

are not in many ways either scriptural or Christiafe
For the last two Sundays, some of our members havgeadily acknowledge that your iron-fisted approégh
engaged in protest demonstrations in front of yourmore in line with the Bible and many of the teagsin
church. This was in response to your vicious esféot  of jts Jesus character such as Luke 19:27. It migh
“burn” Largo City Manager, Steve Stanton in accor- syrprise you to know that The Bible is one of tig- b
dance. with the bronze age mora”ty found throughoutgest reasons Why many of us are no |0nger Chrsstian
The Bible. _ The often barbarous morality found there is, itt,fa

Your reaction to our presence , even had we wishethne of the very best arguments ever conceivedviorfa
to attend services, was to give it your best efiottave  of gtheism.
us arrested for trespassing should we so mu<_:h tas se \e'd like to suggest to the good folks at The tFirs
one foot on your tax-exempt property, an obvious at Baptist Church of Indian Rocks that they could tear
tempt to intimidate us. great deal about appreciating and celebrating itrer-d

To be fair, many of you were quite cordial. On the sity of the human condition by incorporating intei
other hand, many other members of your congregationaith a few secular principles:
were openly hostile towards us, as expressed Vgrbal - Recognizing, accepting, and respecting the inher-
or by way of rather well known hand gestures. This, ent worth and dignity of every person
coupled with your eagerness to have us arrested for
trespassing, makes it impossible to escape thellconc
sion that, at least on Sundays, quite a few ofgibed
folks at The First Baptist Church of Indian Roclen
feel the need to heed Jesus’ commands to “...forgive
those who trespass against you,” or “Resist ndt.evi
or “... love your enemies.”

Moreover, if the good folks at The First Baptist
Church of Indian Rocks are serious about livingthey
golden rule, one would assume that when they sall
forth to savage the morality of others, they wohkl
delighted when someone else returns the favor.apsrh
you just forgot. This is especially perplexing asuy
seem to have had no difficulty recalling the baidar
advice in Leviticus when it came to Steve Stanton.

Respecting the all inclusive virtues of freedom,
equality and justice for all

Respecting the right of individual conscience and
freedom in the pursuit of life, liberty and happi-
ness

Unfortunately, we have little confidence that
enlightenment or reform will be coming to The First
Baptist Church of Indian Rocks anytime soon. Thus,
ou may occasionally continue to see us at youg.gat
We don’t want the community to forget your shameful
behavior.

As atheists, we are always willing to engage in
friendly, civil dialogue with those desiring to werd
stand us. Sadly, you seem more intent on having us
) : arrested. Is that the best example of infinite pehat
Contrary to what it says in the 14th and the 53rdy0u are capable of expressing, to stop loving your

Ch‘?‘pters of Psalms, athe|_sts are not evil aboronsi neighbors long enough to slander them or have them
neither are we the enemies of the good folks at The

First Baptist Church of Indian Rocks. We are, hogrev arrested?
the enemies of fascism, bigotry, intolerance anmd ty
anny, whether cloaked in religious dogma or weagng Dear Friend,
sheet and hood. _ . _
Your mean-spirited attack on the now former Largo My name is Louis Cable and | am an atheist. | goiry

I"#$!
% &' (I

+

City Manager, Steve Stanton, was an e-mail address fronSecular Nation(pages 30-31). |
organized effort to enshrine your reli- feel _iso_lated living in this Jesus-infested comntyoif
gious bigotry and intolerance into public Lufkln_m East Texas, so | take .advantage Qf evgry
policy. Good for you. Because, having portunity to contact others of I|k_e persuasionaldrt
done so, your values now cry out for pub- YoU 10 my web page,Skeptics Corner http://
lic scrutiny and criticism just like any www.inu.net/skeptic. It consists of number of my es-
other ideology. says mostly on blble. subjects. My aim is to provide
We are confident that we occupy the SOMe useful information to my fellow freethinkews f
moral and ethical high ground on this reference when confronted by those pesky Bible thum

issue, especially in light of the fact that Pers determined to "save your soul".
ressive Christian congregations share our
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As many of you know, the rece@®enter for In-
quiry (CFI) 2007 Florida conference was video-
taped, and there were also many still photographs
taken as well.

The still photos are available by going to
www.pictage.com/293552 and can be ordered in

various sizesPictageis one of the world's premier
professional photo labs.

We had also planned on making videos available
at the same site, and they are, but accessing ihem
rather confusingKictageis set up for photos, not vid-
eo0s); in additionPictageautomatically adds shipping
charges to all orders and we had originally plantoed
include shipping in our video prices. So, we'rdiggt
it up so that orders can be taken directly by semndin
e-mail to aim@aimzoom.comand payment can be
made via Paypal or by sending a check/MO.

Each video is $10 plus tax (can't escape the Guv,
I'm afraid), or the entire set of 11 (including t8Bei-
ence Report) can be ordered for $107 (including
tax) on DVD (or VHS, if you insist). These videag a
single-camera, with all the limitations thereint lawe
generally clear and with good sound quality. Each
video is approximately one hour long. The DVDs
have chapter points every five minutes, so you can
locate particular parts quickly and easily.

Individual videos ($10.70 including tax) should be
ordered by last name of the speaker. For the leafefi
those who could not attend, I've added some nates o
the changes that took place, and put speakersein th
order they appeared. (The original list is avagaat
http://www.cfiflorida.org/events/florida-conference
speaking-2007.pdf Continued in adjacent column...

If not paid throughiPaypal payments may be sent to:

Artistry In Motion, Inc.
35 Ginger Circle, Leesburg, FL 34748

For additional information or questions, contaceiir
Phone—352-217-3578
Email—www.aimzoom.com

Upcoming Events To Put On Your Calendar!

Special Mid-Year Meeting

We are trying to get a feel for the feasibilityrafving
a special mid-year meeting. We would like to res¢rv
the space aBanquet Mastetson the second Sunday
in July, at $15.00 per person.. At least 30 people
need to commit to this event, and ideally we'd like
know as soon as possible. If / when we can ge} the
minimum of 30 people to confirm, we can book the
room-the sooner, the better. To inquire furthezapé
contact either Gloria Julius gtojulius@msncom or
Joe Reinhardt aberein@tampabay.rr.com

On the lighter side.

#$ % &'

&$

Godless in America: conversations with an atheist by
George A. Ricker is now available at most book retailers and
online book sellers.

For more information about the book and its author, go to
www.godlessinamerica.com.

Guitar / Music Lessons:

College-trained musician with many years performance experi-
ence in numerous styles of playing. Contact Michael at (813)
545-1071 or via email—OrpheusObject@hotmail.com

Atheists of Florida
CHAPTER MEETINGS

TAMPA BAY: Pinellas Park Public Library—
each odd-numbered month
North & 52nd Street.

Tampa— Second Sunday of each even-numbered month,

4:30, various locations in Northwest Tampa area. Social dinners follow
all meetings at nearby cafeterias. Call or email for venue information.

FMI: Ed Golly, 813/835-1500, AthALFLE@aol.com.

Second Sunday of
(Jan., Mar., etc.), 1:30—4:30. 78th Ave

1:30-

Yes, that's right, get together with other atheists / freethinkers
at the St. Pete Atheist / Free-thought every third Tuesday of
each month for good food, good drink, engaging dialog, and
lotto tickets!

Fine American-made, Hand-crafted jewelry (great gif  ts for
any occasion—Secular, Pagan or otherwise!:

If you're looking for that special one-of-a-kind piece for yourself
or that special someone, take a look at the Swarovski crystal,
pearl, amethyst, turquoise, jade and other gorgeous gemstone
bracelets, necklaces, and earrings available from TRACY'S
TRES CHIC. Tracy Thomas, Jewelry Artisan, 727-235-3220,
mschacha@tampabay.rr.com.

Photography/Videography Services:  Artistry In Motion,
Inc.—Specializes in wedding and event photography and
videography - and we would LOVE to do a few weddings
where no one blathered on about how their god would make
the marriage better! Find out more at www.aimzoom.com
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