
be sponsoring the child of one of our own members. 
Sheridan Scott, the 9-year-old son of member Julia Scott, will 

be off to camp this summer for the ten day excursion at the 
original Camp Quest in Ohio. His entire $550 registration fee 
has been covered by Atheists of Florida. You can learn more 
about this remarkable camp and it’s critical thinking approach 
to camping at their Web site, www.camp-quest.com. 

Have a great experience, Scott. Don’t forget to write. 

Chapter Meetings 

In past years, the Tampa Bay Chapter was able to book meeting 
space in local libraries for an entire year at a time. With the 
spaces becoming increasingly popular, the libraries have limited 
the advanced bookings to three months. Consequently, we are 
not always able to secure the meeting spaces we want and need 
to find alternative meeting places. 

It is very important, therefore, that those who plan to attend 
any of our meetings verify the locations each month. The best 
way to accomplish this is to be certain you have your e-mail 
address in the local database. Then each month, approximately 
one week prior to the meeting, you will receive an e-mail con-
firmation of the meeting location, time, and agenda. We never 
share or sell our database with any other organization, so if you 
send us your e-dress, you may be assured it will go no further 
than our database. 

Those lacking e-mail access may call the Atheists of Florida 
phone line at (813) 835-1500 or call Chairman Ed Golly direct 
at (813) 839-7567. We are always committed to holding the 
meetings on the second Sunday of each month. 

Atheist Alliance Convention 

Changes within the Alliance are not limited to the presidency of 
Margaret Downey. The annual convention was not held during 
the Easter weekend this year, but has been moved to the fall of 
each year (see page 6 for specifics). We hope to have a large 
contingency from Florida in attendance this year, and will pro-
vide registration forms in upcoming newsletters. They are also 
available at the Atheist Alliance Web site—
www.AtheistAlliance.org. 

Outreach 

Remember to come see our stand at the St. Petersburg Times 
Festival of Reading Saturday, October 27. 
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From a scientific point of view, we can make no distinc-
tion between the man who eats little and sees heaven, 
and the man who drinks much and sees snakes.  

 —Bertrand Russell (Religion and Science, pg. 188) 

TALLAHASSEE—As Atheists of Florida continues it sixth 
year of production of the Atheist Forum in Hillsbor-
ough County, a bill signed in to state law this month by Gov. 

Charlie Crist threatens the very survival of Public Access chan-
nels in the state. 

Ironically dubbed the “Consumer Choice Act of 2007,” it is 
anything but. The truth is that the bill is not consumer friendly 
and will not produce lower rates.  Along with removing local 
controls over rights of way, HB529 negatively impacts local 
government revenues and ability to monitor service, requires 
complaints to go to the Department of Agriculture instead of 
locals, permits discontinuation of cable service to some resi-
dents, does not guarantee service to all residents and marks the 
beginning of the end of PEG [Public, Education and Govern-
ment] access cable TV channels and, with that, free speech on 
the cable-waves in the State of Florida. The bill allows cable 
and video service providers, rather than a community, to decide 
the future of existing public, educational and governmental ac-
cess channels. Existing channels will be subject to utilization 
criteria the industry intends to use as excuses to eliminate avail-
ability of existing public, educational and government access 
channels. 

Even worse, public access channels would be severely re-
stricted and local governments would have to find some way to 
pay for televising their meetings. Currently this public-affairs 
programming is paid for by cable subscribers, but after 2012 the 
companies wouldn’t be required to provide government access. 

The governor did release a statement indicating that he re-
mains concerned about public access TV and wants to protect it. 

Freshman Senator Ronda Storms inserted a provision alleging 
that public access channels are actually unconstitutional. It was 
the most tactful way she could conceive to legislate that any 
criticism on her should be unconstitutional. Her amendment 
also attempted to eliminate any future channels in communities 
that presently do not have them and limits PEG channels to only 
two channels instead of three. 

In Hillsborough County, Public Access should continue to 
serve us through at least the year 2012 because the law allowed 
that present PEG channels could remain in place as long as cur-
rent local franchise agreements had been established. We should 
all be writing the governor asking what his intentions are with 
respect to the survival of this remarkable medium of public ex-
pression so voraciously demonized by Storms and despised by 
the profit-focused providers. 

Continuing commitment 

At every annual meeting, the board of directors votes to sponsor 
a camper at Camp Quest. Although we’ve been rather sporadic 
about  doing so  at times, this year it gives us great pleasure to 

Outreach efforts compromised by threat to Public Access TV 



favorite substance for spontaneous genera-
tion). 

The vegetative force explained many 
things to both the religious and nonbe-
lievers. The religious said it was a tool 
which God uses to accomplish his will and 
the non believers said that if there is a vege-
tative force there is no need for a God. The 
non believers were quickly discredited when 
it was explained that the “vegetative force” 
was a tool, used by God, that turned Adam’s 
rib in to Eve. There was no way to argue 
against such an overwhelming example of 
the vegetative force. 

One hundred years later most of  the sci-
entific community still accepted God’s won-
derful tool. Then in 1861 Louis Pasteur re-
peated Spallanzani experiment only to be 
told that he had not proven that the vegeta-
tive for did not exist. 

Pasteur was a different kind of scientist. 
He improved on Spallanzani experiment by 
heating the mutton gravy in a flask with a 
swan neck so that dust could not enter, but 
air could move freely. Even though the air 
could get to the gravy no microbes were 
spontaneously generated, until dust was 
introduced. Dust caries microbes, they are 

not created by 
God. 

Why is this 
important? It is 
because intelli-
gent design is 
the same idea as 
the vegetative 
force. 

Very quickly 
the religious 
discarded the 
vegetative force 

for a master designer. The “if there is a 
watch there must be a watch maker” idea 
came up about the same time as the vegeta-
tive force was discarded. 

Needham had taught the God believers 
something. That is, don’t do experiments to 
prove the supernatural. They learned that 
the  existence of God must be established by 
a force out side of the universe that cannot 
be tested. 

What a great scheme. God is out side of 
the universe, but is able to use his great in-
telligence to work miracles inside of the 
universe. 

When I was a boy my father told me that 
if people will believe in Christianity, they 
would believe anything. People believed in 
the vegetative force for over 200 years. I am 
sure they will believe in intelligent de-
sign even longer. 

I 
n the 1600 and 1700’s a debate was rag-
ing on spontaneous generation. It was 

accepted that all manner of living things 
were spontaneously generated by God or 
nature. Toads, flies, fleas, and other crea-
tures seemed to appear without having par-
ents. 

In 1668, Francesco Redi did an experi-
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Vegetative Force 
—  Jim StrayerJim StrayerJim StrayerJim Strayer 

ment covering 
some jars contain-
ing meat with cloth 
and leaving others 
uncovered. It 
proved that flies 
lay eggs on meat 

and that flies do not arise spontaneously. 
This was an amazing experiment for the 
time. Very few experiments were done by 
the scientist of that period. Astronomers 
made observations, mathematicians did cal-
culation, physi-
cists measured 
physical proper-
ties, and chemists 
searched for new 
elements, but 
experimentation 
was rare. One 
hundred years 
earlier Antonie 
van Leeuwen-
hoek had proven 
that fleas had 
parents, but it meant little to the people who 
called them selves scientists because they 
did not deal with living things. That was 
God’s domain. 

In 1778 when a priest, Father Lazzarno 
Spallanzani, showed by a brilliant experi-
ment that microbes do not arise spontane-
ously he was challenged by another priest, 
Father John Needham. Needham did some 
experiments  that he thought showed that the 
“wee beasties” do arise by spontaneous gen-
eration. He showed these experiments to 
Count Buffon from the Royal Society of 
London. He and the Royal Society members 
were convinced that Needham was right. 

When Needham and Buffon  were asked 
why Spallanzani’s experiments were wrong 
they explained that he had destroyed the 
“vegetative force” by heating the mutton 
gravy in a closed flask. (Mutton gravy was a 

Jim Strayer is a retired biol-
ogy teacher living with his 
wife, Bobbe, in Ormond-By-
The-Sea, Florida. He can be 
reached at 
BIOJIMS@aol.com. 

Why is this important? 
It is because intelligent de-

sign is the same idea as the 
vegetative force. Very quickly 

the religious discarded the 
vegetative force for a master 

designer! 
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I 
 was embroiled in online forum debates, with 
Christians on the topic of child and sexual abuse 

for a period of almost two months during the winter of 
2006. 

This three-part series is a summary of some of the 
arguments and research 
references that I used to 
support my position and 
counter-arguments. The 
cited reference links are 
not click-able in PDF to be 
able to navigate to the sup-
porting articles, you’ll have 
to re-key them in your web 
browser, but they are all 

valid links. 

Above the law, beyond the pale, beneath contempt 

My consistent proposition has been that religious 
institutions and environments are fertile soil in which 
to sow the seeds of child and sexual abuse for two 
general reasons: 

♦ Society accords preferred status to religion 
and its adherents, resulting in taboos on 
questioning faith/beliefs which discourages 
open dialog on its value and dangers 

♦ Religious institutions tend to be authoritarian 
and absolutist; punitively discouraging open 
dialog on beliefs, practices, and administra-
tion polices; bitterly rejecting outside author-
ity; attacking or stonewalling critics and re-
formers. 

These two characteristics (common to most relig-
ions) synergistically create a socio-political vacuum 
that can foment an above-the-law mentality in reli-
gious institutions. Furthermore, a lack of consistent 
and strident external and internal accountability pres-
sures reinforces a closed orthodoxy, rendering such 
organizations relatively impervious to naturally shift-
ing paradigms of change and adaptation to evolving 
social conditions. In spite of overwhelming historical 
evidence and data, my arguments were ignored or 
blithely dismissed as absurd, religion bashing, or gen-
eralizing. 

A recurring argument in opposition to mine was 
that NAMBLA (North American Man/Boy Love Asso-
ciation) is a grave threat to the safety of children and 
that the gay community should speak out against 
NAMBLA. In fact, laws and sanctions politically 
emasculated the organization long ago (http://
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/NAMBLA - see sections on 
Ostracism and the 1990’s). Gay Christians in the dis-
cussion forums pointed out that NAMBLA was/is 
considered a lunatic fringe within the gay community 
and is largely considered persona non grata; this ob-
vious truth has yet to be accepted by Fundamentalist 
and Evangelical Christians who see bogeymen every 
place except where they really exist, usually right 
under their noses. 

Nevertheless, my opponents continually raised the 
NAMBLA straw-man; or, conflated homosexuality 
with pedophilia; or, accused anyone who disagreed as 
supporting pedophilia; or, posted other non sequitur 

“If, as 

religionists 

claim, we 

need 

religion, 

faith, and 

prayer for 

morals and 

ethical 

guidance, 

then why are 

the torch-

bearers of 

faith, the 

very ones 

who seem to 

be most 

prone to 

‘moral 

lapses’?” 

claims, e.g., ACLU endorses NAMBLA (a blatant lie). 
ACLU merely endorses NAMBLA’S right to free 
speech when in fact, the official ACLU position is that 
it does not agree with NAMBLA ideology or its politi-
cal agenda (http://www.aclu.org/freespeech/
protest/11289prs20000831.html ). 

For the record, as a parent, I abhor what NAMBLA 
stands for, but at least one knows what to expect from 
them; unlike various (albeit not all) religious organiza-
tions and their representatives that hypocritically as-
sume a moral high ground that they can never seem to 
attain. NAMBLA does pose a threat to young boys, but 
that threat pales in comparison to the long-standing 
shenanigans of institutionalized religion. Religion has 
been around far longer, the abusers (hiding behind the 
veneer of probity and righteousness) target pre-
pubescent / post-pubescent boys AND girls. Religious 
institutions often harbor and protect abusers until legal 
and political pressures are so great that they are forced 
to take corrective action. 

The least among us 

The “official position” of religious organizations is 
to protect children, and to punish / rehabilitate errant 
members of the clergy; however, there is clearly a seri-
ous disconnect between policy and practice. 

Religious organizations demonstrably have been and 
continue to be, a far greater threat to the emotional and 
sexual health of children. The compilation of articles I 
shall cite is about sexual and child abuse within, re-
lated to, or centered round religious organizations; the 
abusers are mostly from the clergy but can also be vol-
unteers, teachers, and other employees. The sources of 
these supporting articles are: news agencies; Univer-
sity studies/papers; other scholarly organizations; ac-
tivist websites; and even journals from religions or-
ganizations. 

The stark depth and breadth of the abuses are more 
profound when one considers that these abuses are not  
isolated (to geography, belief system, sect, diocese, 
parish, the neighborhood church on the corner) but 
encompass numerous religious organizations from 
round the globe. The evidence spans mostly a 50 year 
period, but stretches back to the beginnings of organ-
ized religion itself. The list of articles I cite is but a 
representative sampling of what we do know; the ugly 
implications are the same in each piece. I simply could 
not cite every article because there were just too many 
of them.  

The healthy intellect must ask itself: “If, as religion-
ists claim, we need religion, faith, and prayer for mor-
als and ethical guidance, then why are the torch-
bearers of faith, the very ones who seem to be most 
prone to ‘moral lapses’?” Keep that question in the 
forefront of your minds while perusing the evidence I 
present throughout this series. Although by my reckon-
ing, worshiping other gods, making graven images, or 
working on a Sabbath seems to be of far greater con-
cern to the gods, then the safety of innocents or the 
least among us. 

In the next two installments, I shall cite numerous refer-
ences and notes to support my proposition, and wrap-
up with some modest proposals to address this on-
going travesty of justice.—MRH 

A of F Feature Article 

Wolves in the fold: 
Sexual abuse by religious 
authorities, Part 1 of 3 
— Michael Harvey 



loss, also seems to be follow the moral dictates of his 
own belief system. 

In November 2006, Underwood was indicted by a 
grand jury on one count of child molestation and two 
counts of sexual misconduct with a minor under 15, 
from March 21, 1983, through March 21, 1984, and six 
counts of molestation of a child and one count of sex-
ual conduct with a minor under 15 from Oct. 8, 1983, 
through Oct. 8, 1984. Old habits are hard to break, 
prayer notwithstanding. 

The Roman Catholic Diocese of Tucson is not pay-
ing for Underwood’s defense, probably because 
they’ve already paid out 22.3 million dollars to more 
than 50 victims in 2005 alone. 

Underwood, who posted bond in the earlier cases, 
pleaded not guilty to all charges and remains free on 
bond, court records show. Hopefully, Underwood will 
regain his lost moral memory. 

• • • • ▬    ▬    • • • •• • • •• • • •• • • •    • • • •    • • • • • • • •    • • • • • • • • • • • •    ▬    

Virgin births are possible 

Amongst sharks, at least 

HENRY DOORLY ZOO, NEBRASKA—Virgin births are pos-
sible in female sharks, according to a study that found 
a captive female bonnet-head shark had reproduced 
without having been near a male in three years. Other 
captive females, including a white spotted bamboo 
shark, have accomplished the same feat. Researchers 
conclude it is likely that all shark species can do so. 

DNA analysis provided the evidence. “It was a big 
surprise for us,” says zoo director Dr Lee Simmons. 
“We brought in three female bonnet-heads on 15 De-
cember 1998, and on 14 December 2001, bang! One of 
them gave birth to a 20 centimeter long offspring.” The 
pup unfortunately died the same day from internal inju-
ries caused by a stingray in the exhibit that munched 
the wiry infant then spat it out. 

Simmons put the offspring on ice and gave it to the 
Guy Harvey Research Institute at Nova Southeastern 

University; he considered all possibilities including a 
delayed pregnancy, which is possible in some insects 
that can store sperm and then give birth later. 

Dr. Mahmood Shivji, director of the institute col-
lected tissue samples from all of the zoo’s female bon-
net-heads. DNA analysis, which took several years, 
identified one female as the mother. Research on the 
perished pup found that it had no paternal DNA. It also 
had half of its mother's genetic diversity. 

The data indicates the mother gave birth via a non-
sexual mode of reproduction known as automatic par-

thenogenesis. involves the female creating an egg that 
contains 50% of the mother’s genes. It is induced to 
behave as though it has been fertilized by a tiny, ge-

netically similar cell called a sister polar body. 
Resulting offspring are doubly genetically disadvan-

taged: no father to provide genetic diversity; and lacks 
the mother's full genetic make-up. Such births can only 
occur when females do not have access to males, as in 
captivity, or in the wild when over-fishing depletes 
shark populations.    

Bible gets “XXX” rating in Hong Kong? 

Sexy scriptures offend Asians 
HONG KONG, AFP—The cosmopolitan jewel of the ori-
ent, where east meets west, has a problem, an inde-
cency problem. A debate rages in this ancient city of 
modern capitalism over the morals of Hong Kong and 

obscenity complaints about the Bible. 
The Television and Entertainments 

Licensing Authority (TELA), which 
oversees the publishing industry, has 
received 208 complaints that text 
within the Bible is indecent. “I can 
confirm that the complaints were re-
ceived” and “The thrust of the com-
plaints was that the Bible was obscene, 
that different parts of the Bible were 

offensive to readers.” said a TELA spokeswoman. 
TELA refused to divulge details of the complaints, 

but local media reported that they referred to acts of 
violence, rape and cannibalism reputedly contained in 
the Old and New Testaments. Reports speculated that 
the sudden flurry of messages sent to TELA was 
sparked by a Chinese-language website 
www.truthbible.com, which had exhorted readers to 
pressure TELA to reclassify the Bible as an indecent 
publication. 

Could this be a godless Communist conspiracy? Per-
haps, but what is more likely, is that this media melee 
is over an indecent classification of a sex survey in a 
student journal on the ever-dicey topics of bestiality 
and incest. 

The Obscene Articles Tribunal (which sounds like a 
bureau title right out of Stalin’s Soviet Union) issued 
the ruling on Chinese University publication CU Stu-

dent Press, sparking angry calls from students that au-
thorities were eroding freedom of speech. 

• • • • ▬    ▬    • • • •• • • •• • • •• • • •    • • • •    • • • • • • • •    • • • • • • • • • • • •    ▬    

Pedophile priest has memory problems 

He cannot remember to stop molesting kids.    

TUSCON, AZ—A onetime Tucson priest who was in-
dicted last year on charges of molesting two boys in the 
1980s has been indicted on similar charges involving 
another boy. 

The Rev. Gary Edward Underwood, 53, a military 
priest in Bossier City, LA., was indicted by a Pima 
County grand jury April 24 on one count each of mo-

lestation of a child 
and sexual con-
duct with a minor 
under 15, alleg-
edly occurring 
between Aug. 1, 
1985, and Jan. 31, 
1986. 

Father Under-
wood, in addition 
to suffering from 
selective memory 

4         June 2007 Atheists of Florida 

NEWSFILES 

Data 

indicates 

the 

mother 

gave birth 

via a non-

sexual 

mode of 

reproduc-

tion 

known as 

automatic 

partheno-

genesis 

Atheist Forum 
Hillsborough County Public Access TV 

Live Thursday  …7 PM  
Bright House: Ch 20, Verizon: Ch 30, 

Comcast: Ch 20 

Rerun Tuesday …7 PM  
Bright House: Ch 19, Verizon: Ch 36 

Schedule changes every 13 weeks. Next season 
begins June 28 with exact same schedule. To be 

kept informed of all schedule changes, send e-mail 
address to AthALFLE@aol.com 
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Letter to the St. Pete Times—Let God 
pay His own bills! 

In her letter of May 27, Eleanor Nicholas states, “To 
tax churches would certainly cause many to close their 
doors.” That’s exactly what ought to occur!  

Does Ms. Nicholas suppose that the omnipotent 
creator and ruler of the universe is unwilling or unable 
to provide the necessary funds to sustain His houses of 
worship without taxpayer assistance?  

In any case, there is absolutely no justification what-
soever for imposing the burden of supporting anyone’s 
religion upon the taxpayers of the state of Florida. 

The Florida Constitution, in Article 1, Section 3, 
specifically states, “No revenue of the state or any po-

litical subdivision or agency thereof shall ever be 

taken from the public treasury directly or indirectly in 

aid of any church, sect, or religious denomination or in 

aid of any sectarian institution.” 
Joe Reinhardt, President 
Atheists of Florida, Inc. 

�   �   � 

CNN beginning to smell like Fox News 
Following is part of a letter penned to Paula Zahn in 
response to her January 31st show on ‘atheist discrimi-
nation’. 

Dear Ms. Zahn: 
Thank you for the January 31st piece on atheist dis-

crimination in our ‘shining city on the hill’. Most of 
all, thank you for proving beyond ALL reasonable 
doubt that atheists are indeed a misunderstood and 
reviled group. American theists are hysterically pro-
jecting their own ‘sins’ onto a group of people 
(atheists) who are only calling for reason, justice, sci-
entific integrity, and that our Constitution be observed. 

The imbalanced perspective segment of your piece 
(comprised of THREE theists, two of whom were 
Christians) that followed the actual reporting segment, 
demonstrated the irrational hostility that atheists must 
face nearly every day, in numerous contexts here in the 
‘land of the free’. 

I will not dwell on the irony of three theists (all 
members of protected minorities themselves) implying 
that atheists ‘need to shut up’; nor shall I dwell on their  
abject denial of an obvious problem. 

However, it is impossible to overstate the absurdity 
of Christians claiming that atheists are the problem, or 
have no reason to complain. Christians enjoy tax-free 
control over vast tracts of real estate, media, other 
forms of wealth; they influence Congress, and have a 
direct line to the White House. If you would like two 
historical examples of the inherent danger of intertwin-
ing State and Church, look no further than: The Inqui-
sition; and Fascist Italy, Spain, and Germany—all of 
which were ‘Christian Nations’. 

Michael R. Harvey 
Atheists of Florida, Inc. 

A memo from 
Atheists of Florida Founder... 

To: Atheists of Florida Board Members, and 
the newsletter Editor. 

Date: Tuesday, April 10, 2007 
From: Christos Tzanetakos 

After the February board meeting, it became clear that 
Atheists of Florida with the acquiescence and support 
of Ed Golly and the majority of the current board mem-

bers has adopted Jim 
Young’s policy for in-
cessant discussions and 
debates on the absurdi-
ties of religious books, 

(in particular the bible) and therefore, changed the 
course of the organization of promoting the philosophy 
of atheism and supporting the state-church separation. 
This has been manifested by the TV programs that in 
my opinion are unprofessional and most probably are a 
turn-off for any prospective intelligent atheist from 
becoming a member. 

Then, in the January, 2007 newsletter (it was issued 
after the February meeting), I read of Jim Young’s let-
ter to the Pastor and congregation of the Hopewell Bap-
tist church, in response to their ludicrous sign referring 
to Free Thinkers. 

Unfortunately, Jim Young as well as Ed Golly and 
the majority of the current board members  who voted 
against my motion (We agree that the minutia of Bible 
criticism should not be encouraged because it is child-
ish and unprofessional. It is far better to engage phi-
losophically and analytically in principle. Those who 
do engage in biblical debate should make it clear they 
speak for themselves and do not represent the official 
position of Atheists of Florida, Inc.) at the board meet-
ing cannot comprehend that actions such as these de-
grade atheism and lowers the organization to the stu-
pidity of religion. 

I wonder if you can recognize that signs such as 
“JESUS IS LARD” or similar are equally ludicrous 
as those of the ones exhibited by the Baptists. 

Also, amending the Bylaws at the last minute at the 
board meeting to re-elect the president for a third term 
was another travesty.  

Consequently, and although I am the founder of 
Atheists of Florida, I am compelled to disassociate my 
name from the embarrassing  policies the organization 
has adopted under the apparent domination of Jim 

Young, unless and until the organization 
returns to its original purpose and poli-
cies. 

Christos Tzanetakos 
Founder, Atheists of Florida, Inc. 

Editors note: A of F is a democratic or-
ganization; the opinions and suggestions 
of ALL members are highly valued. De-
bate and self-expression are encouraged. 
Everyone should  weigh in on Christos’ 
memo and these topics in general. –MRH 

We welcome  
correspondence from 
readers. Address mail to: 
Atheists of Florida 
P.O. Box 130753 
Tampa, FL  33681 
Or email us at: 
AtheistForum@aol.com 

“To tax 

churches 

would 

certainly 

cause 

many to 

close their 

doors.”  

That’s ex-

actly what 

ought to 

occur!  

LETTERS ==> 
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Atheists of Florida 

CHAPTER MEETINGS 

TAMPA BAY: Pinellas Park Public Library—Second Sunday of 
each odd-numbered month (Jan., Mar., etc.), 1:30—4:30. 78th Ave 
North & 52nd Street. 
Tampa—Second Sunday of each even-numbered month, 1:30-
4:30, various locations in Northwest Tampa area. Social dinners follow 
all meetings at nearby cafeterias. Call or email for venue information. 
FMI: Ed Golly, 813/835-1500, AthALFLE@aol.com. 

CLASSIFIEDS  
Send your ad information to   

mharvey7@tampabay.rr.com; or AthAlFLE@aol.com. 

Godless in America: conversations with an atheist by 
George A. Ricker is now available at most book retailers and 
online book sellers. For more information about the book and 
its author, go to www.godlessinamerica.com. 

Get together with other freethinkers at the St. Pete Atheist / 
Free-thought every third Tuesday of each month for good 
food, good drink, good conversation, and lotto tickets! 

Atheist-Friendly Pledge of Allegiance 
 

I 
 robotically mouth the words to a loy-
alty oath I was forced to memorize 

during government-sponsored childhood 
indoctrination out of fear of being ostra-
cized to a multi-colored cloth represent-
ing territories acquired through warfare 
and genocide and to the corporate plu-

tocracy for which it stands. 

One arbitrarily bordered land 
mass, occupied by racially diverse 

people, ruled by an entrenched white 
elite under a mythical being with super-
natural powers, believed in by humans 
in order to ease the fear that they are 
insignificant specks hurdling toward 
eternal oblivion in a cold, uncaring uni-
verse, indivisible except during the Civil 
War, with liberty and justice for those 
who can afford the vastly expensive le-
gal advice and assistance required to 
guarantee it. 

~ From some place in cyberspace 

Fine American-made, Hand-crafted jewelry (great gifts 
for any occasion—Secular, Pagan or otherwise!: 
If you’re looking for that special one-of-a-kind piece for 
yourself or that special someone, take a look at the 
Swarovski crystal, pearl, amethyst, turquoise, jade and 
other gorgeous gemstone bracelets, necklaces, and ear-
rings available from TRACY’S TRES CHIC. Tracy Thomas, 
J e w e l r y  A r t i s a n ,  7 2 7 - 2 3 5 - 3 2 2 0 , 
mschacha@tampabay.rr.com.  
 
Photography/Videography Services: Artistry In Motion, 
Inc.—Specializes in wedding and event photography and 
videography - and we would LOVE to do a few weddings 
where no one blathered on about how their god would 
make the marriage better! Find out more at 
www.aimzoom.com 
 
CFI 2007 Florida conference still photos and videos! 
Photos are available at www.pictage.com/293552  and can 
be ordered in various sizes via Pictage, one of the          
world's premier professional photo labs—payment can be 
made via Paypal or by sending a check/MO.  Each video is 
$10 plus tax or the entire set of 11 can be ordered for $107 
(including tax) on DVD or VHS.  Individual videos ($10.70 
including tax) should be ordered by last name of the 
speaker. The original list is available at http://
www.cfiflorida.org/events/florida-conference-speaking-
2007.pdf )   
For additional information contact Brent:  
Phone—352-217-3578  
Email— www.aimzoom.com 
 
Guitar / Music Lessons: 
College-trained musician with many years performance 
experience in numerous styles of playing.  
Contact Michael at (813) 545-1071  
or via email— OrpheusObject@hotmail.com 
 

Special Events! 
 

2007 Atheist Alliance International  
Convention in Washington, DC 

September 28 to 30, 2007  
With a “get SAVED” (Secular Activist Voices to 

Educate Day) pre-convention event on Thursday, 
September 27, 2007 hosted by Lori Lipman 
Brown of the Secular Coalition! 

♦ Early bird specials available 

♦ Great events 

♦ Some of greatest minds of Atheism will be 
presenting, signing books, and available for 
intimate chats 

Contact: 

Lori@secular.org   (pre-convention event) 
www.atheistalliance.org  (online registration) 
1-866-HERETIC   (call AAI for more info) 
We will provide more detail in subsequent issues 

along with a printable registration form! 

 
Special Mid-Year Meeting? 

Still shooting for a mid-year meeting. We’d like to 
reserve space at Banquet Masters, 2nd Sunday in 
July, at $15.00 per person.. If we can get the mini-
mum of 30 folks to confirm, we’ll book the room. 
Contact Gloria Julius at glojulius@msncom, or Joe 
Reinhardt at joerein@tampabay.rr.com. 

Pledge this!    


