
Board Elections 
Nominations for members of the 
Board of Directors now being accepted 
TAMPAðTHE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF ATHEISTS OF FLORIDA 

is elected to serve three-year terms. This year we will elect a 

new Board of Directors prior to the annual Board meeting 

scheduled for Sunday, February 24, 2008. 

As specified in the Bylaws, the Board shall consist of not less 

than six nor more than twenty-four members. The Board elects 

the officers from within and they serve a term of one year. 

Members of Atheists of Florida may nominate candidates for 

the Board, or volunteer to be nominated as candidates them-

selves. Voting by mail ballot will only be necessary if the num-

ber of nominations exceeds the allowable number of Board 

seats. Chapter Directors are automatically elected to the Board 

and will not be included on Board voting ballots. 

Nominations will be accepted by mail at PO Box 130753, 

Tampa, FL 33681 if postmarked by January 31, 2008; or they 

may be e-mailed to ATHALFLE@aol.com by midnight of the 

same date. Please include the word ñNominationò in the subject 

line. 

All nominees should be prepared to attend the annual Board  

of Directorôs meeting on February 24 at the Radisson Hotel in 

Clearwater, FL (see banquet announcement below). 
×  ×  × 

MOST ANNUAL  MEMBERSHIPS will be up for renewal in January 

2008. A of F Secretary Julia Scott will be mailing renewal 

forms soon. Members who have changed address during 2007 

may e-mail current addresses to ATHALFLE@aol.com and 

they will be forwarded to Julia for updating in our database. 

Dedicated to the absolute separation of State and church 
A Founding Member Society of the Atheist Alliance International 

(The Democratic Alliance of Autonomous Atheist Societies) 
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ñIt is far better to grasp the Universe as it really is than to 
persist in delusion, however satisfying and reassuring.ò  

ðCarl Sagan 

Second Annual Atheists of Florida 
Awards Banquet 
Itôs not too early to book the evening of February 24, 

2008. Our Board of Directorôs meeting will be held dur-

ing the day followed that evening by the second Atheists 

of Florida Awards Banquet. Please join us at the Radis-

son Hotelon Gulf-to-Bay Blvd. and US19 Clearwater, 

and bring a friend, or several. Atheists of Florida would 

like to recognize all the members who volunteer time and 

talent to make all our projects a success. Further details 

will be forthcoming. 

Public Access assaulted by 
County Commission 
Freedom of expression meets chopping block 
HILLSBOROUGH COUNTYðDISCERNABLY WITHOUT COMMENT, THE  

Hillsborough County Commission decided last September to 

shut down its public-access cable TV channel. This was one of 

two channels (19 & 20) on which we had been broadcasting the 

Atheist Forum for some 5½ years. 

Funding for public-access had come from a surcharge added 

to the bills of all subscribers to cable TV. The county and City 

of Tampa received portions of these fees to fund public-access, 

educational, and government channels. The city provided about 

two-thirds of the funding with the remainder coming from the 

county. The result was that in October the county cut channel 

19, effectively slamming the door  of public-access to all pro-

ducers who reside in the county. 

Guest Sami Al-Arian (right) is interviewed on the set of the Atheist 
Forum by hosts Brent Yaciw (left) and Ed Golly on a show pro-
duced by Jim Young in 2004 prior to Al-Arianôs arrest on suspicion 
of involvement in procuring funding for terrorist activities. 

Fortunately, Atheist Forum producer Ed Golly is a resident of 

the city allowing us to continue production. This season (Jan. 

through March) we will only produce taped specials and resume 

our weekly schedule of live shows in April. However, channel 

20 has been dropped as a public-access channel and all pro-

gramming has been relocated to channel 950. 

Speak Up Tampa Bay, Inc. the group that operates public-

access, is suing the county in federal court, alleging that county 

officials terminated the channel because citizens were often 

critical of the government, thereby stifling speech by citizens 

based on the content of the speech. The county did continue 

funding of its own channel. 

Atheists of Florida intends to continue production of the 

Atheist Forum as long as the facility is available. There is still 

no cost to us to produce the shows. 



pox into a vein of the child. The practice 

spread, but as you can imagine, with some 

success there was also great failure. 

Then in late 1700ôs Edward Jenner devel-

oped a vaccine for smallpox using the rela-

tively safe cowpox virus. Cowpox virus is 

enough like the smallpox virus to trick our 

immune systems into action. It took time, 

but the battle to conquer smallpox was un-

derway. In 1980 the World Health Assem-

bly officially declared the human race free 

from smallpox. 

Science had improved on evolution for 

our species. Smallpox had been a source of 

pain for over 10,000 years. But I am sorry 

to report that there is more to this tale of 

brains over evolution. Living cultures of the 

variola virus are stored by the United States 

government at the Center for Disease Con-

trol and Prevention in Atlanta, Georgia and 

by the Russian Institute for Viral Prepara-

tions in Moscow. Some people suspect that 

there are other places where it is stored. 

Variola virus is preserved in infected hu-

man tissue, fixed and preserved for decades 

in largely unknown solutions. It is interest-

ing that in this state it may still be evolving, 

hopefully into something harmless. 

Both governments refuse to destroy the 

stocks of one of the worse enemies humans 

have known. Because of the scientific suc-

cess most countries suspended vaccinations 

for the virus in 1970ôs. 

From an evolutionary point of view this 

would mean that there would be a large 

percentage of humans who would not be 

immune to smallpox because of contact 

with the virus or vaccination. If the virus 

escaped, these people could only rely on 

natural immunity until vaccines could be 

prepared. I have no idea if stocks of the 

cowpox virus vaccine exist. I hope so. 

Because smallpox is carried through the 

air, bodily fluids, clothing, and bedding, it 

can spread rapidly. 

Of course, smallpox is not the only exam-

ple where science has defeated a micro-

scopic foe of humans. Polio and other dis-

eases have also been defeated or are at least 

under some control. The reason that flu 

vaccinations must be given annually is be-

cause the virus evolves so fast. 

The important thing to understand is that 

all of this science relies on an understand-

ing of evolution. Virus, bacteria, worms, 

and insects evolve at a faster rate than hu-

mans. 

For more information on smallpox just go 

to ñvariola virus storageò on the Internet. 

Be sure to support the teaching of evolu-

tion in public schools. 

A 
LL OF THE DISEASE ORGANISMS THAT  

infect humans survive in the same 

struggle for existence with the same evolu-

tionary basic DNA. 

We donôt like them, but they need us. It 

was not long ago that our only defense 

against these enemies was our biological 

systems. 
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THE SOLUTION IS EVOLUTION 
No. 38§ Evolution and Disease 

ð  Jim Strayer 

At this time we 

still have no good 

defense against the 

parasitic worms and 

other nasty little 

critters. Science has 

never eradicated a 

parasitic worm. 

On the other hand we have had much suc-

cess against bacteria, fungi and virus. (Keep 

in mind that viruses are considered to be 

nonliving particles made up of either DNA or 

RNA.) 

Science was able to eradicate one of the 

worst of the viruses (the smallpox Variola 

virus) by using vaccination. There is no cure. 

The disease had killed millions. It is esti-

mated that one-third of people infected died 

and in many places it was two-thirds. Many 

that lived were blind or scared for life. An 

epidemic in 180 AD killed five million peo-

ple in the Roman Empire. During the eight-

eenth century Berlin recorded only a two 

percent survival rate among children under 

the age of five who contracted smallpox. 

During this time the disease was so feared 

that in Turkey inoculations of the disease 

were given to children to try to prevent it. 

There was no knowledge of the immune sys-

tem, but parents knew that if a child could 

survive the inoculation they would never get 

full -blown smallpox. The gamble seemed 

worth it. The inoculations were given to chil-

dren about the age of seven or eight. It  was 

given by introducing a pinhead size quantity 

of tissue from a person 

who had died of small-

Jim Strayer is a 
retired biology 
teacher living with 
his wife, Bobbe, in 
Ormond-By-The-
Sea, Florida. He 
can be reached at 
BIOJIMS@aol.com.  

John W. MacKay, P.A. 
Board Certified Civil Trial Lawyer 
Certified Circuit Court Mediator 

201 South Westland Avenue 

The MacKay Building 

Tampa, FL 33606 

Tampa (813) 254-8835 È Statewide (800) 813-RIDE 
Fax (813) 254-6662 È mackay@tampabay.rr.com 
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Campaign Expiration DateðFebruary 9, 2008 

Write your Congressperson now and ask them to stand 

up for the First Amendment. 

Here is a sample letter: 

Subject: Defeat HR 888 

Dear [Congressional Repôs name here], 

I am very troubled by proposed House Resolution 

888, which designates the first week of May as 

ñAmerican Religious History Week,ò and respectfully 

ask that you vote against this resolution when it comes 

up for consideration. This resolution contains mislead-

ing statements about our countryôs history, selectively 

quoting some of our founders to create the false picture 

that religion, and in particular Christianity, provided 

the basis for our countryôs laws and institutions. To the 

contrary, our country was founded as a secular repub-

lic, with a separation between state and church and 

with equal rights for believers and nonbelievers alike. 

Please vote against this resolution, which distorts 

rather than commemorates our nationôs heritage. At a 

time when we are urging other countries such as Iraq to 

put aside sectarian differences and establish secular 

institutions, it is saddening that a measure such as 

H.Res. 888 would even be considered. 

Sincerely, 

[Your Name]  

¶ Ƶ    Ƶ    ¶ ¶ ¶ ¶    ¶    ¶ ¶    ¶ ¶ ¶    Ƶ 

Abortion rates equalñlegal or not 
LONDONðIn a study examining abortion trends from 

1995 to 2003, research discovered that women are just 

as likely to get an abortion in countries where it is legal 

as where it is outlawed. Experts also found that abor-

tion rates are virtually equal in rich and poor countries, 

and that half of all abortions worldwide are unsafe. 

ñThe legal status of abortion has never dissuaded 

women and couples, who, for whatever reason, seek to 

end pregnancy,ò said Beth Frederick of the Interna-

tional Womenôs Health Coalition in an accompanying 

commentary. 

Abortion accounts for 13% of maternal mortality 

worldwide. About 70,000 women die every year from 

unsafe abortions. An additional 5-million women suf-

fer permanent or temporary injury. 

The number of worldwide abortions dropped from 

about 46-million in 1995 to just less than 42-million in 

2003. but nearly half of the procedures are still per-

formed illegally in potentially dangerous conditions. 

The vast majority of abortionsð35-millionðwere in 

the Third World. Nearly 97% of all unsafe abortions 

were in poor countries. Worldwide, one in five preg-

nancies ends in abortion. Europe has both the highest 

and lowest abortion rates.  In Eastern Europe, there are 

more abortions than live births: 105 abortions for every 

100 live births. But in Western Europe, there are just 

12 abortions for every 1,000 women. 

In North America, there are about 21 abortions for 

every 1,000 women. 

Defeat House Resolution 888 

Whatôs At Stake 

Last month, shortly before the Congressional holiday 

recess, Rep. Forbes of Virginia introduced for consid-

eration House Resolution 888, which designates the 

first week in May as ñAmerican Religious History 

Week.ò Although the resolution, even if adopted, 

would not have the force of law, it nevertheless poses a 

serious threat to our core values of 

state/church separation and free-

dom of conscience, as well as to the 

fundamental principle that public 

policy should be based on secular 

considerations and not religious 

dogma. 

The resolution is intended to ex-

press the official view of the House 

of Representatives about our na-

tionôs history and will be cited by 

all those who try to impose religious values on the rest 

of the country, whether through litigation, legislation, 

or otherwise. 

HR 888 specifically states that our ñeducational re-

sourcesò should reflect the supposed ñfactò that relig-

ion provides ñthe inseparable foundationò for this 

countryôs ñlegal systems and societal structures,ò so 

you can be sure that those on the religious right will 

fight to have this misrepresentation of history taught in 

our schools. It will provide a basis for arguing that the 

Ten Commandments should be displayed in public 

places and that we should ñacknowledgeò our religious 

foundations by officially sponsored prayer and reli-

gious ceremonies such as the Pledge of Allegiance. 

The resolution should not be considered in isolation. 

The proposed resolution forms part of the strategy that 

the religious right has followed in recent years of try-

ing to give a veneer of validity to government-spon-

sored religious practices by arguing that these practices 

simply reflect our heritage rather than advance relig-

ion. Obviously, to the extent that the religious right can 

cite support for their distorted version of history in 

official proclamations of Congress, their claim gains 

more credibility. 

This resolution distorts U.S. history and shamelessly 

attempts to portray religion as the foundation for our 

government and institutions. If we ignore this resolu-

tion and allow it to be adopted, this historical fantasy 

may become current reality. The resolution contains 

pages of misleading references to the views of our 

founders. If you have trouble deciding whether to take 

action against the proposed resolution, please consider 

the following accurate quotation from one of our foun-

ders, James Madison: In his famous Memorial and 

Remonstrance to the Virginia Assembly in 1785, in 

which he urged the Assembly to reject a bill that would 

provide funding for teachers of Christianity, Madison 

stated that ñit is proper to take alarm at the first experi-

ment on our liberties.ò House Resolution 888 would 

set a dangerous precedent and it must be rejected. 

NEWSFILES 

What you can do...  

This 

resolution 

distorts 

U.S. his-

tory and 

shame-

lessly 

attempts to 

portray 

religion as 

the foun-

dation for 

our gov-

ernment 
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Good reason for optimism 

At a public hearing January 8,  hosted by officials in 

the state Department of Mathematics and Science at 

Everglades High in Miramar, South Floridians were 

given an opportunity to comment on the new school 

science standards. And it was Darwinôs theory that 

took center stage, with nearly all of the 35 speakers 

touching on evolution and its merits. Those in support 

of teaching only evolution outnumbered opponents by 

2-to-1. 

ñIôm extremely against the teaching of intelligent 

design,ò said Ina Alterman, a former college professor 

from Delray Beach. ñYouôre talking about imaginary 

beings up in the sky.ò 

ñI donôt know how, I, as a student, should be ex-

pected to get into an upstanding university without 

evolution in my textbook,ò said Shawn Greene, an 11th

-grader and the only student to speak at the hearing. 

The original writers and framers of the proposed 

standards met the following day to review the com-

ments along with others submitted online and at other 

public hearings across the state. 

Many in the audience said that evolution is a scien-

tific theory backed by evidence and decades of peer-

reviewed research, while other ideas, such as intelli-

gent design, are religious beliefs masquerading as sci-

ence. 

ñThe establishment clause is very clear,ò law teacher 

Barry Fleisher said. ñTo dictate what religious philoso-

phy should be taught to every public school student 

violates the first amendment.ò 

Strategy number four 

Arguments for inserting skepticism, rather than reli-

gious concepts, into evolution lessons emerged after a 

federal court ruling nearly two years ago struck down 

the teaching of so-called ñintelligent designò in Dover, 

Pa., biology classes, says Michael Ruse, director of 

Florida State Universityôs program on the history and 

philosophy of science. 

ñThis is strategy Number 4,ò Ruse said. He said itôs 

a wedge issue seen as a step toward introducing reli-

gious ideals. 

The first strategy for evolution opponents was to 

prohibit teaching it alltogether. In the 1925 Scopes 

Monkey Trial, a teacher was convicted of violating 

Tennesseeôs evolution ban although the verdict was 

overturned on a technicality. Courts, though, later ruled 

evolution could be taught. 

The next strategy was to get the biblical account of 

creation taught as well. But courts rejected that, too, in 

the 1980ôs. Then the focus shifted to intelligent design, 

which holds that the universeôs order and complexity is 

so great science alone cannot explain it. 

That strategy also hit a legal roadblock when the 

Dover judge ruled intelligent design was religion mas-

querading as science and teaching it in the public 

schools violated the separation of state and church.  

Since then, evolution opponents have had other 

setbacks, including a decision by Ohioôs school board 

to eliminate a passage in its science standards that crit-

Florida struggles to drag science standards 
into the Twenty-First Century 

E 
VOLUTION IS SCIENTIFIC THEORY. Creationism is 

religious belief. Only one of them should be 

taught in Floridaôs science classrooms. The cultural 

war is heating up because the Florida Board of Educa-

tion is expected to vote on new science standards Feb. 

19. 

The curricu-

lum already 

requires sci-

ence teachers 

in the stateôs 

p u b l i c 

schools to teach their students that forms of life change 

over time. Thatôs evolution in all but name. Still, some 

groups object to specifying evolution. Inevitably, crit-

ics of the change will argue that students who learn 

about evolution also should study intelligent design, 

which is creationism that has been repackaged and 

rebranded. 

The proposed standards, which would be used as the 

basis for school curricula and standardized test-

ing, identify evolution as the ñfundamental con-

cept underlying all of biology.ò The current stan-

dards only refer to biological ñchanges over 

time.ò 

The standards are being updated on a 10-year 

cycle that in the future will go to six years, but 

advocates say changes also are desperately 

needed to improve Floridaôs poor performance in 

science and prepare students to compete on a 

global level. The Fordham Institute in 2005 gave 

the current standards an F, saying they are 

ñsorely lacking in content.ò Florida students also 

score below the national average on college en-

trance tests; the gap has widened in recent years. 

As the Palm Beach Post editorialized, ñFlorida 

hopes to become a leader in scientific discover-

ies. To have any chance of achieving those goals, 

Florida has to teach science in its science class-

rooms. The state Board of Education votes next 

month on whether to require students to be taught 

evolution. If Florida canôt do that, the state has 

little hope of evolving into a world leader in science.ò 

The new standards are based on those in other  states 

and nations considered leaders in teaching science. 

The accumulation of scientific evidence is the reason 

critics of evolution are wrong to dismiss it as ñjust a 

theory.ò The word theory, as scientists use it, doesnôt 

just mean something that somebody believes in. A 

theory is a reasonable explanation supported by con-

siderable empirical evidence. Students in Florida class-

rooms already learn about that evidence. Most already 

are taught that the evidence supports the theory of evo-

lution. 

But students are not taught the empirical scientific 

evidence for creationism and intelligent design quite 

simply because there virtually is none whatsoever. 

ñEvolution 

is not some-

thing one 

believes inð

it is some-

thing to be 

learned, like 

the 

Multipli - 

cation 

tables.ò 

ðEdwin 

Kagin 

Floridaôs schools become latest 

battleground in evolution debate 
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ics said opened the door to teaching intelligent design. 

The Kansas state board in February repealed guidelines questioning evolu-

tion, the fifth time in eight years its standards have changed as religious conser-

vatives and a coalition of Democrats and moderate Republicans have traded 

power. 

A suburban Atlanta school board also abandoned its effort to put stickers in 

high school science books saying evolution is ña theory, not a fact,ò and South 

Carolinaôs Board of Education rejected a proposal to require students to 

ñcritically analyzeò evolution. 

The Georgia and South Carolina cases are examples of the fourth strategy. 

Ruse described it as presenting evolution as an ñiffy hypothesisò instead of 

what it really isða scientific theory ñthatôs accepted like the Earth goes around 

the sun.ò 

Public comment encouraging 

The science standards review Web site keeps the identity of people making 

comments confidential so they will not feel intimidated. Few have held any-

thing back. A couple opponents characterized the standards as ñcommunisticò 

or the work of ñliberal wackos.ò One supporter, though, urged that the state not 

ñbow to the demands of these religious fanatics.ò 

Nearly three quarters of those submitting comments, though, were educators. 

The split was heavily in support of the evolution standards. 

A Gallup poll released in June said the country is about evenly split over 

whether the theory of evolution is true. What better argument could be made 

that the standards need updating? 

Top 10 religion stories of 2007 

Jim Strayer elucidates on the topic  

Kansas has changed the scientific standards used in the teaching of 
evolution. The State Board of Education rewrote the definition of science, 
so that it is no longer limited to the search for natural explanations of 
phenomena. Now the supernatural can be introduced. 

I like the idea of introducing the supernatural into scientific research. 
Scientists have been replacing gaps in knowledge of natural phenomena 
with scientific theories for hundreds of years. That is what scientists do. 
Now we have a chance using scientific research to put the intelligent 
designer idea in the same category as astrology, phlogiston, ghosts, and 
Zus; or on a level with the germ theory, evolution, or gravity. 

Once rigorous scientific investigation takes place to study the gaps in 
evolution we can than turn our attention to the gaps in astronomy, chem-
istry, physics geology and the Bibles and religious documents. Scientists 
will either explain that all gaps in physical and biological processes are 
possible in the framework of evolution or not. 

We have been hearing from religions and scientists for years that faith 
and religion are outside of scientific investigation. Now that has changed.  

At least it has changed in Kansas. If we can get Florida and the rest of 
the United States to accept the idea of intelligent design we can expect 
science to examine it with the same logic, scientific instruments, and 
experimentation used in the study of astronomy and biology. 

Science really works and works quickly. Look at the advances in elec-
tronics, medicine, and genetics in the last decade. If all goes well we 
may have an answer to a problem that has caused world wide unrest. 

I can picture a new breed of scientists entering this new field of re-
search. Colleges and universities should be able to get vast amounts of 
government moneys to open new departments of supernatural research. 
If the history of advances in DNA research and cell phones is any indica-
tion we should expect some interesting answers in about ten years.  

Scientific theories are never proven wrong. They either stand on their 
own merit or are replaced by another scientific theory. The Kansas 
Board of Education has made it possible to see if intelligent design can 
meet scientific standards. Who could disagree with that? 

Sheriffôs spokesman joins 
evolution debate 

Haught blogs for improving       
science education  

Excerpted from the Daytona Beach News Jour-
nal Monday, January 7, 2008  

VOLUSIA COUNTYðBrandon Haught stays on top 
of murders, robberies and accidents as a spokes-
man for the Volusia County Sheriffôs Office. 

In his spare time, Haught has gotten in the 
middle of the debate over teaching evolution in 
public schools, tweaking elected and school 
officials who would water down science educa-
tion. He is the chief blogger for the Florida Citi-
zens for Science. Under the header ñThose not 
in favor of good science education, raise your 
hand,ò Haught lists the names of officials skep-
tical of teaching evolution. 

The state standards influence the development 
of classroom instruction, the content of science 
textbooks and the kinds of questions asked on 
standardized tests. 
With much at stake, Haughtôs blog, flas-

cience.org/wp/ links to state newspaper editori-
als supporting evolution, but also keeps a criti-
cal eye, chastising the media, for example, if 
they give equal weight to evolution and intelli-
gent design as competing scientific theories. 

Intelligent design, or the idea that creation is 
too complex not to have a designer, Haught 
blogged, ñis not even a viable hypothesis.ò  

He notes journalists are inaccurate whenever 
they say evolution is ñjust a theoryò because 
scientific theories by definition are backed up 
with experimentation and tests. So unlike the 
common use of the word of theory, scientific 
theories are much more than ñhunchesò or ñbest 
guesses,ò Haught says. 
As a disclaimer, Haughtôs opinions at  are 

strictly his and are not a reflection of his em-
ployer, the Volusia County Sheriffôs Office. 
When asked about his activism, Gary Davidson, 
Haughtôs boss, referred to the sheriffôs direc-
tives manual, which tells employees they are 
ñencouraged to exercise your rights as citizensò 
with the stipulations that county employees can-
not run for political office or participate in po-
litical activities during work hours. 

Looking beyond his current job, Haught, 37, 
is taking online courses to become a high school 
science teacher. As the father of two children in 
public schools in Lake County, he is concerned 
about state education. As a taxpayer, he finds it 
contradictory that Florida will spend millions to 
attract biotech companies but balk at teaching 
basic science. Because the courts have struck 
down the teaching of creationism and I.D. in 
public schools, Haught said evolution opponents 
are limited to arguing that schools should keep 
an open mind about other possible explana-
tions for the origins of life. 
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Godless in America: conversations with an atheist by George 
A. Ricker is now available at most book retailers and online 
book sellers. For more information about the book and its 
author, go to www.godlessinamerica.com. 

Guitar / Music Lessons: 
College-trained musician with many years performance experi-
ence in numerous styles of playing. 
Contact Michael at (813) 545-1071 

ATHEISTS OF FLORIDA MEMBER MICHAEL ZACCAR is to be re-
membered as a staunch atheist. Mikeôs interests were danc-
ing and ñtrying to convert everyone he met to atheism.ò He 
was never embarrassed expressing his views of atheist logic. 

Zaccar met A of F member Celia Glantz 
at a dance when he revealed his thoughts 
to her. She was delighted to inform him of 
the existing Florida organization and intro-
duced him to Christos Tzanetakos, the 
Miami chapter director at that time. 
Zaccarôs early life is not known to us in great detail, but he 

spoke of his parents coming from Greece to settle in New 
York where an older brother and he, upon maturing, estab-

lished a printing business for a number of years. 
He remained single and friendly to his many acquaintan-

ces. Since becoming a member of Atheists of Florida, Zaccar 
sent us a donation of $10 every month without fail. He de-

lighted to assure that atheism will exist 
to be a force for eons of time through his 
generous contribution for atheism via his 
annuity. He changed the beneficiary of 
his annuity to Atheists of Florida in April 

2000 and died June 19, 2007. In November, Atheists of Flor-
ida received the benefit distribution of $69,739.14. 

Thank you, Michael. 
ðC. Glantz 
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Get together with other freethinkers at the St. Pete Atheist / 
Freethought every third Tuesday of each month for good 
food, good drink, good conversation, and lotto tickets! 

Fine American-made, Hand-crafted jewelry (great gifts 
for any occasionðSecular, Pagan or otherwise!: 
If youôre looking for that special one-of-a-kind piece for your-
self or that special someone, take a look at the Swarovski 
crystal, pearl, amethyst, turquoise, jade and other gorgeous 
gemstone bracelets, necklaces, and earrings available from 
TRACYôS TRES CHIC. Tracy Thomas, Jewelry Artisan, 727-
235-3220, mschacha@tampabay.rr.com. 

Great DVD deals that are becoming the talk of the 
known universe. On the web atðhttp://stores.ebay.com/
Wow-Flix 
Email: care4u@wowevi.com  Phone: (813)  839-5852 

Atheists of Florida 

CHAPTER MEETINGS 
TAMPA BAY: Pinellas Park Public Library ðSecond Sunday of each 
odd-numbered month (Jan., Mar., etc.), 1:30ð4:30. 78th Ave North & 
52nd Street. 
TampaðSecond Sunday of each even-numbered month, 1:30-4:30, 
Jan Platt Regional Library, 3910 S. Manhattan Ave. Social dinners follow 
all meetings at nearby cafeterias. 
FMI: Ed Golly, 813/835-1500, AthALFLE@aol.com. 

Michael Zaccar 
1917ð2007 

Top 10 religion stories of 2007 
Compiled by TIME Magazine 

#10 È Kidnapped Korean Missionaries 

The Taliban killed two of 23 and eventually released the rest. 

#9 È The Creation Museum 

A few months after opening its doors, the Petersburg, KY mul-

timillion -dollar monument to the Flintstone (Young Earth) 

principle doubled projected attendance. Of Americans, 77% 

believe God at least guided our development. 

#8 È Another blow to a megachurch 

A year after Ted Haggard resigned as pastor of Coloradoôs 

New Life Churchðhaving admitted to ñimmoralityò involving 

a gay escortða gunman killed two congregants in its parking 

lot. 

#7 È Atheist authors out of the closetð
and get read 

Dawkins, Hitchens and Harris all pub-

lished in the top 10. 

#6 È Green evangelicals 

Global warming, along with poverty and 

torture, have become hot issues to the Christian movement. 

#5 È Episcopal/Anglican clash 

The defection of conservatives from the Episcopal churchôs 

positions on gays unstemmed by the Bishopôs meeting in New 

Orleans, left open the likelihood of a worldwide Anglican split 

over the same issue. 

#4 È Latin Mass 

Clinging to the Medievalism of Catholicism, pope Ratzinger 

relieved priests of having to get their bishopôs permission to 

conduct mass in old-school Latin. 

#3 È Falwell fatally succumbs to gluttony 

And the torch of superstition is passed to Rick Warren.  

#2 È Faith stalks the campaign trail 

Billary confessed to Warren about her White House prayer 

group! Romney explained how heôs a Mormon. Huckabee is an 

actual preacher! Are we electing a president or pope? 

And the #1 religion story of 2007  È Mother Teresaôs crisis 
of faith 

M.T. questioned the invisible like most others. Saint or self-

deceiver? The church demonstrated its focus on profit by ig-

noring her request that her confession letters be kept private 

and published them. Either way, the incredible suffering she 

imposed on this world remains unchecked. 


