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Board Elections Public Access assaulted by

Nominations for members of the County Commission

Board of Directors now being accepted Freed ¢ . ts chopping block
TAMPAS THE BOARD OF DIRECTORSOF ATHEISTS OF FLORIDA reedom of expression meets chopping bloc
HILLSBOROUGH COUNTY® DISCERNABLY WITHOUT COMMENT, THE

is elected to serve thrgear terms. This year we will elect a A .
new Board of Directors prior to the annual Board meetinngllsborough County Commission decided last September to

hut down its publi@access cable TV channel. This was one of
scheduled for Sunday, February 24, 2008. S ; .
As specified in the Bylaws, the Board shall consist of not lesdWO channels (19 & 20) on which we had been broadcasting the

than six nor more than twenfgur members. The Board elects Atheist_Forum‘or some 572 years.
the officers from within and they serve a term of one year. F“”d'F‘g for publleacc_ess had come from a surcharge add_ed
Members of Atheists of Florida may nominate candidates for® the bills of all subscribers to cable TV. The county and City

the Board, or volunteer to be nominated as candidates therﬁ)—'c Tampa received portions of these fees to fgnd p{m_itxess,
selves. Voting by mail ballot will only be necessary if the num- educational, and government channels. The city provided about

dwo-thirds of the funding with the remainder coming from the
unty. The result was that in October the county cut channel
9, effectively slamming the door of pubbkccess to all pro-
ducers who reside in the county.

seats. Chapter Directors are automatically elected to the Boa
and will not be included on Board voting ballots.

Nominations will be accepted by mail at PO Box 130753,
Tampa, FL 33681 if postmarked by January 31, 2008; or the
may be emailed toATHALFLE@aol.com by midnight of the
same dat e. Pl ease include th Just Imagine sut
line. ) 01) A ‘f\'

All nominees should be prepared to attend the annual Boa ' oy
of Directordés meeting on Feb
Clearwater, FL (see banquet announcement below).

X X X
MOST ANNUAL MEMBERSHIPSWill be up for renewal in January
2008. A of F Secretary Julia Scott will be mailing renewal
forms soon. Members who have changed address during 20(
may email current addresses WWTHALFLE@aol.com and
they will be forwarded to Julia for updating in our database.

o2 X
Without ot e

: 2 1%
Guest Sami Al-Arian (right) is interviewed on the set of the Atheist

. . Forum by hosts Brent Yaciw (left) and Ed Golly on a show pro-
Second Annual Atheists of Florida duced by Jim Young in 2004 priorto Al-Ar i ands arrest on

Awards Banquet of involvement in procuring funding for terrorist activities.
ident %f4 '

[ E9s5 10t too early t.o b ofo k J:E)r{ﬂjr?ateb’a gigfl.&oﬂ,l rof.lter E&&?I%risua}é
.2 008 . Our  Boa r d of Dire R ° "t 1f:ity Hh%vﬁ ust§ coftithu rofgcﬁon. I’\eig sgsasoql l('J!%\n'.
ng the' ey elleianl et euenly, by.the See Athelgts through March) we will only produce taped specials and resume
Gl P OIEE ATENLS SEMEIHE [Plsses ol US il 2 2e6l g our weekly schedule of live shows in April. However, channel
son Hptelon Qulto—Bay Elie, &0 'U819 Clegrwater, 20 has been dropped as a publicess channel and all pro-
and bring a friend, or several. Atheists of Florida would gramming has been relocated to channel 950
like to recognize all the mgmbers who volunteer time ar_d Speak Up Tampa Bay, Inc. the group tha{t operates public
ta_lent o mzlte ‘?‘” our projects a success. Furiher detdils access, is suing the county in federal court, alleging that county
il B2 TR officials terminated the channel because citizens were often
critical of the government, thereby stifling speech by citizens
based on the content of the speech. The county did continue
Alt is grasp tlhefubding oftsownchameli t really is than to
persist i [ howeve s a AtheistsYof Flerida infends & 6ohtintiel praduction of the

d Carl Sagan Atheist Forumas long as the facility is available. There is still
no cost to us to produce the shows.
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Chapters:

Tampa Bay
PO Box 130753 Tampa, FL 33681
(813) 835-1500 / (813) 839-7567
ATHALFLE@aol.com

Membership dues

A Life Member $500.00

A Sustaining 60.00 yr
A Couple 50.00 yr
A Individual 40.00 yr
A Student (under25yrs.)  10.00 yr
A Limited Income (over 65)10.00 yr
A Newsletter (outof state) 10.00 yr

Published by Atheists of Florida, Inc.,
a nonprofit, educational corporation
founded to heighten public aware-
ness about atheism and monitor
state/church separation issues. Let-
ters are published on a space-
available basis. Send newsletter
correspondence to Tampa Bay
Chapter, address above. Articles may
be edited for clarity or length. Athe-
ists of Florida, Inc. is a Member Soci-
ety of the Atheist Alliance Interna-
tional.

Officers
Chairman: Ed Golly
President: Joe Reinhardt
Vice President: Brent Yaciw
Secretary: Julia Scott
Treasurer: Ed Golly

State Board of Directors
Christos Tzanetakos Anita Garcia
Roberto De Los Rios Nan Owens
Raymond Erickson James A. Young
Jacqueline D. Jordan  Steven Miles
Alex Giannakoulias Jim Peterson

Legal Counsel
John W. MacKay
Newsletter Production:
Editor: Ed Golly
Staff: Jim Strayer
Web Master
Jim Peterson
Atheist Forum Producer
Ed Golly

A LL OF THE DISEASE ORGANISMS THAT ~ pox into a vein of the child. The practice
infect humans survive in the same spread, but as you can imagine, with some
struggle for existence with the same evolu-success there was also great failure.
tionary basic DNA. Then in | ate 170006s
We donodt I i ke t he m,oped avaccinefos mallpog esthg the gela-
was not long ago that our only defensetively safe cowpox virus. Cowpox virus is
against these enemies was our biologicaénough like the smallpox virus to trick our
systems. immune systems into action. It took time,
but the battle to conquer smallpox was un-
erway. In 1980 the World Health Assem-

THE SOL UT/ON /HEUN ly officially declared the human race free

No. 38 Evolution and Disease from smallpox. _
& Jim Strayer Science had improved on evolution for

our species. Smallpox had been a source of
pain for over 10,000 years. But | am sorry
. to report that there is more to this tale of
At this time wWe  praing over evolution. Living cultures of the
still ‘have no good \/arigla virus are stored by the United States
defense against the g,y ermment at the Center for Disease Con-
parasitic worms and o and Prevention in Atlanta, Georgia and
other nasty litle y the Russian Institute for Viral Prepara-
critters. Science has jons in Moscow. Some people suspect that
never eradicated & there are other places where it is stored.
parasitic worm. Variola virus is preserved in infected hu-
On the other hand we have had much sucy,a tissue, fixed and preserved for decades
cess against bacteria, fungi and virus. (Keepp, |argely unknown solutions. It is interest-
in mind that viruses are considered t0 bejng that in this state it may still be evolving,
nonliving particles made up of either DNA or hopefully into something harmless.
RNA_') . Both governments refuse to destroy the
Science was able to eradicate one of th&;acks of one of the worse enemies humans
worst of the viruses (the smallpox Variola paye known. Because of the scientific suc-

virus) by using vaccination. There is no cure. cesg most countries suspended vaccinations
The disease had killed millions. Itis est-¢t o t he virus in

mated that ong¢hird of people infected died From an evolutionary point of view this
and in many places it was twbirds. Many  yoyid mean that there would be a large
that lived were blind or scared for life. An percentage of humans who would not be
epid_emic in 180 AD kiII_ed five .miIIion PEO- immune to smallpox because of contact
ple in the Roman Empire. During the €ight- yyith the virus or vaccination. If the virus
eenth century Berlin recorded only a two escaped, these people could only rely on
percent survival rate among children under .+ ral immunity until vaccines could be
the age of five who contracted smallpox. repared. | have no idea if stocks of the
During this time the disease was so feare OWpOX Virus vaccine exist. | hope so.

that in Turkey inoculations of the disease pgcause smallpox is carried through the
were given to children to try to prevent it. air, bodily fluids, clothing, and bedding, it
There was no knowledge of the immune sys-.o, spread rapidly.

tem, but parents knew that if a child could course, smallpox is not the only exam-
survive the inoculation they would never get ple where science has defeated a micro-
full-blown smallpox. The gamble seemed gqqpic foe of humans. Polio and other dis-
worth it. The inoculations were given to chil- ¢55es have also been defeated or are at least
dren about the age of seven or eight. It wag,nger some control. The reason that flu
given by introducing a pinhead size quantity y5¢cinations must be given annually is be-

John W. MacKay, P.A.

Board Certified Civil Trial Lawyer
Certified Circuit Court Mediator
201 South Westland Avenue
The MacKay Building
Tampa, FL 33606

Tampa (813) 254-8835 E Statewide (800) 813-RIDE
Fax (813) 254-6662 E mackay@tampabay.rr.com

of tissue from a person ., se the virus evolves so fast.

who had died of small-  the important thing to understand is that
all of this science relies on an understand-
ing of evolution. Virus, bacteria, worms,
and insects evolve at a faster rate than hu-
mans.

Jim Strayer is a
retired biology
teacher living with

his wife, Bobbe, in . . .
Ormond-By-The- For more information on smallpox just go

Sea, Florida. He to fivariola virus
can be reached at Be sure to support the teaching of evolu-
BIOJIMS@aol.com. tion in public schools. A
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Defeat House Resolution 888

Whatdos At Stake Campaign Expiration Dafe February 9, 2008

Last month, shortly before the Congressional holidayWrite your Congressperson now and ask them to stand

recess, Rep. Forbes of Virginia introduced for consid-up for the First Amendment.

eration House Resolution 888, which designates theHere is a sample letter:

first week in May as 0 AfBdct SehdtHRRG | 9i ous History

Week. 0 Al though t he res IegtriP&bngerveesnsiiofnaladlgé);;[(?sdw

would not have the force of law, it nevertheless poses a
serious threat to our core values of
state/church separation and free-
dom of conscience, as well as to the
fundamental principle that public

| am very troubled by proposed House Resolution
888, which designates the first week of May as
AAmeri can Religious Histor
ask that you vote against this resolution when it comes

up for consideration. This resolution contains mislead-
be based on secular .

lic e ing statements about our c
on atflgns and not religious ] :
quoting some of our founders to create the false picture

that religion, and in particular Christianity, provided

ress the official view of the House the basis for our countrysd
gf Representatives about our na- contrary, our country was founded as a secular repub-
_REpres ; lic,, with a s paragon between state nd church and
tionds history an.(a1 wi, I %.C|te ¥ .
. . with equal rights for believers and nonbefievers alike.
all those who try to impose religious values on the res:tPIease vote against this resolution, which distorts

of the country, whether through litigation, legislation, h h
or otherwise. r_ather t an r?ommg mo rhat es o
HR 888 specifically sta pmﬁegv_erg vy]e arte_ “r%'r.‘ﬁ ?t erﬁ’%“ﬂ”'e% Séj%. F‘Solrﬁ‘qa]t(f
N uf aside_sectarian differences, an ?stabhsh SECLtI ar
sourceso should reflect P.e facri o th% r

The resolution is intended to ex-

O

" SUPpPOS,E
i on provi des it he insep%{:ﬁ;gf%%sée'tolsizsga\/@en?ganﬁ;(?ﬁqgasurﬁosurc %® h
countrybés dl egal systems “"an VOLCEVED PELY g?'ructures,('

you can be sure that those on the religious right willSincerely,

fight to have this misrepresentation of history taught in[Your Namg

our schools. It will provide a basis for arguing that the 2 zZ 7 9 MITT 9271

Ten Commandments should be displayed in public . ~

pl aces and that we shoul ﬁbﬁréi'grkrrﬁl;%ﬁél%'%%a'mumt rel i gi ¢

foundations by officially sponsored prayer and reli- Lonpond In a study examining abortion trends from

gious ceremonies such as the Pledge of Allegiance. 1995 to 2003, research discovered that women are just
The resolution should not be considered in isolation.as likely to get an abortion in countries where it is legal

The proposed resolution forms part of the strategy thatis where it is outlawed. Experts also found that abor-

the religious right has followed in recent years of try- tion rates are virtually equal in rich and poor countries,

ing to give a veneer of validity to governmesqionr and that half of all abortions worldwide are unsafe.

I sored religious practices by arguing that these practicesi The | egal status of abor
This simply reflect our heritage rather than advance relig-women and couples, who, for whatever reason, seek to
resolution ion. Obviously, to the extent that the religious right canend pr egnancy, 0 sai d Beth
. cite support for their distorted version of history int i onal Womenés Health Coal
d'StortS official proclamations of Congress, their claim gains commentary.
U.S. his-  more credibility. Abortion accounts for 13% of maternal mortality
tory and This resolution distorts U.S. history and shamelesslyworldwide. About 70,000 women die every year from
shame- attempts to portray religion as the foundation for ourunsafe abortions. An additionarsillion women suf-
lessly government and institutions. If we ignore this resolu-fer permanent or temporary injury.
tion and allow it to be adopted, this historical fantasy The number of worldwide abortions dropped from
attempts to may become current reality. The resolution containsabout 46million in 1995 to just less than 4aillion in
portray  pages of misleading references to the views of our2003. but nearly half of the procedures are still per-
religion as  founders. If you have trouble deciding whether to takeformed illegally in potentially dangerous conditions.
the foun-  action against the proposed resolution, please consider The vast majority of abortiods35-milliond were in
dation for the following accurate quotation from one of our foun- the Third World. Nearly 97% of all unsafe abortions
ders, James Madison: In his famous Memorial andwere in poor countries. Worldwide, one in five preg-
Ourgov-  Remonstrance to the Virginia Assembly in 1785, in nancies ends in abortion. Europe has both the highest
ernment  which he urged the Assembly to reject a bill that wouldand lowest abortion rates. In Eastern Europe, there are
provide funding for teachers of Christianity, Madison more abortions than live births: 105 abortions for every
stated that #dAit i s pr open00tive bittha. Bet inaMesternnkurape, therb are jiist r
ment on our l i berti es. 0 1R aborsops foRewesyd 00D ivomem 888 woul
set a dangerous precedent and it must be rejected. In North America, there are about 21 abortions for
every 1,000 women. A
3 January 2008 Atheists of Florida



Florida struggles to drag science standards Good reason for optimism
into the Twenty-First Century At a public hearing January 8, hosted by officials in

EVOLUTION IS SCIENTIFIC THEORY. Creationism is tEhe Stf‘tg Deﬁ_arrt]menltvlpf MatheSma:;]csFlan_t(jj_Smence at
religious belief. Only one of them should be =V€rg'ades High in Miramar, south Floridians were

taught in Floridaés sci e¥gén OJE’HO%“E'? FOoC‘BJT}W‘s“”t on w‘hﬁ BeW écﬂqo't u
war is heating up because the Florida Board of Educa scrence

tion is expected to vote on new science standards FetBOOk center stage, W'th nearIy aII Of the 35 speakers
touching on evolution and its merits. Those in support

19.
The curricu- of teaching only evolution outhumbered opponents by
. A lum _ already Z't?'ly .
Fl oridads school s gfif GO M& 0 aetxersetmel y against tt
i

: : des gn, 0 said Ina Alter man
battleground in evolution debate ence tetachhzrs [gm.pelray Beach. fvouore
|

ngs up in the sky.o

public il donot k h |
schools to teach their students that forms of life change n ono now ow,

, as
over ti me. That 6s evol ut |'9()Ctﬁd tP Igelt Ié'ltp IanI Lboﬂa[ndlnlg éjrm/grsny ‘g'ttthuﬁ (L)‘

evol extboo
groups object to specifying evolution. Inevitably, crit-
ics of the change will argue that students who learn g[ﬁ?er and thle onIy stude(;ltfto speak 6}'[ tﬂe hearing. d
about evolution also should study intelligent design, N de c(;ngmat ‘t"r’]”tirs” an rgmerts of the E)r:opose
which is creationism that has been repackaged an andards met the following day o review the com-
rebranded. ments along with others submitted online and at other
The proposed standards, which would be used as thRUPIIC hearings across the state.

basis for school curricula and standardized test-, Many in the audience said that evolution is a scien-

|

i ng, identify evol uti otH'C tf&egry b(aqueeg bynengleﬁcg é"m é’erF?d%S of- "PES 1 -

AEVOl uteponunderlying all fre‘ﬁee v A ee“d Sura%lﬁ‘st'”teé'(':l_

is not some- ??:ngsoonly refer t o ?Bq%%‘ 5|g ﬁ%%féﬂq%gg B9\AR ¥

thing one : ; The establishment clause
g The standards are being updated on &€dr Barry Fleisher said. FTo d

i i le that in the future will iX r
be!IQVGS i® %(\:/gc;t:ts s;ye cur:;niges ggc;[o sre ySZsspetr):tte@hy should be taught to every public school student
|t.|ssome- needed to improve FlorY habat %%otrhppefr'f 0% madh@enqmel
thlng to be science and prepare students to compete on a Strategy number four
learned. like 9lobal level. The Fordham Institute in 2005 gave  Arguments for inserting skepticism, rather than reli-
’ the current standards an F, saying they aregious concepts, into evolution lessons emerged after a
the fsorely lacking in confedenltcoud rulind nedrly tdayeasstagodseuakt ddwn a |
|\/|u|tip|i - score below the national average on college enthe teachingofsc al | ed #fAintelligent
cation =~ france tests; the gap has widened in recent years.pa., biology classes, says Michael Ruse, director of
AsthePalmBeachPost di t or i al i zedor iNdFfd 0Bt de Universityds
t a bl ehes t@become a leader in scientific discover-philosophy of science.
8 Edwin ies. To have any chance of achievingthose goals, A This is strategy Number
. Florida has to teach science in its science classa wedge issue seen as a step toward introducing reli-
Kagin  rooms. The state Board of Education votes nexigious ideals.

e month on whether to require students to be taught The first strategy for evolution opponents was to
evolution. I f Florida peohiitddachidgoit afitdy@Her. In tthe €925 $capese
little hope of evolving iMorkey Thal, W @bhched wasec@ndictetl ofi vivlatiBigt | €
The new standards are based on those in other statfdSe nnesseeds evolution ban

and nations considered leaders in teaching science.  overturned on a technicality. Courts, though, later ruled
The accumulation of scientific evidence is the reasonevolution could be taught.
critics of evolution are THé Xt dratégp was to gefthesbiblicdl &cco@nsof M ]
theory. othéblyyas wecdent i st s crdatfof taught as well. Bt 80urs rejected that, too, in
just mean something that somebody believes in. A he 19806s. Then the focus
theory is a reasonable explanation supported by conwhi ch hol ds that the uni ve
siderable empirical evidence. Students in Florida classso great science alone cannot explain it.
rooms already learn about that evidence. Most already That strategy also hit a legal roadblock when the
are taught that the evidence supports the theory of evadover judge ruled intelligent design was religion mas-
lution. guerading as science and teaching it in the public
But students are not taught the empirical scientificschools violated the separation of state and church.
evidence for creationism and intelligent design quite Since then, evolution opponents have had other

simply because there virtually is none whatsoever. sebacks, including a deci si
to eliminate a passage in its science standards that crit-
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ics said opened the door to teaching intelligent design. Sheri ffos
The Kansas state board in February repealed guidelines questioning evolu- .
tion, the fifth time in eight years its standards have changed as religious cons@rVOIUtlorl debate
vatives and a coalition of Democrats and moderate Republicans have tradddught blogs for improving
power. science education
A suburban Atlanta school board also abandoned its effort to put stickers ¥ . oted from the Daytona Beach News Jou-
high school science books sayi ng e WaQubndhyl sbntdi7, 2006 fa theory, |

Carolinat6s Board of Education rej ggbechunrs Brinbioh Pighistays bndop ' ©
icritically analyzeo evolution. of murders, robberies and accidents as a spokes-
The Georgia and South Carolina cases are examples of the fourth strategya n f or t he Vol usia Cour
Ruse described it as presenting eV glpktspa® Rlimed Saught has Gdténfiry theh ¥
whatitreallyi®a scientific theory HfAthat 0s mgde o déste dver tefhing BvBlutiéhan t |
the sun.o public schools, tweaking elected and school
Public comment encouraging officials who would water down science educa-

The science standards review Web site keeps the identity of people makifigh: He is the chief blogger for the Florida Citi-
comments confidential so they will not feel intimidated. Few have held any? € NS for Science. Under
thing back. A couple opponents chall ?\505 cgpoloz_z'sglﬁnceteﬂugathg,traASE dO"r d
or the work of #Aliberal wackos. 0 OH@” u?@. A d ,t tlﬁéﬁé:’h,t hL?r
fibow to the demands of these reli git"Eﬂl}Pfstea 'g%gé{duypl's. c‘)h devel

Nearly three quarters of those submitting comments, though, were educatocG?.Clgssstr%tgnf ie:llt?urct?olr:] ltjhe;%%rgt:nt %\;esgggﬁgt
The split was heavily in support of the evolution standards. textbook d the ki d, f i ked

A Gallup poll released in June said the country is about evenly split over TO00Ks an € Kinds ol questions asked on

whether the theory of evolution is true. What better argument could be ma&%\?fﬁrdlhzed trensltjs.c h at st aflae H

that the standa}rd_s need upglating? cience.org/wp/ links to state newspaper editori-
Top 10 rellglon stories of 2007 als supporting evolution, but also keeps a criti-

spokesn

Jim Strayer elucidates on the topic

Kansas has changed the scientific standards used in the teaching of
evolution. The State Board of Education rewrote the definition of science,
so that it is no longer limited to the search for natural explanations of
phenomena. Now the supernatural can be introduced.

| like the idea of introducing the supernatural into scientific research.
Scientists have been replacing gaps in knowledge of natural phenomena
with scientific theories for hundreds of years. That is what scientists do.
Now we have a chance using scientific research to put the intelligent
designer idea in the same category as astrology, phlogiston, ghosts, and
Zus; or on a level with the germ theory, evolution, or gravity.

Once rigorous scientific investigation takes place to study the gaps in
evolution we can than turn our attention to the gaps in astronomy, chem-
istry, physics geology and the Bibles and religious documents. Scientists
will either explain that all gaps in physical and biological processes are
possible in the framework of evolution or not.

We have been hearing from religions and scientists for years that faith
and religion are outside of scientific investigation. Now that has changed.

At least it has changed in Kansas. If we can get Florida and the rest of
the United States to accept the idea of intelligent design we can expect
science to examine it with the same logic, scientific instruments, and
experimentation used in the study of astronomy and biology.

Science really works and works quickly. Look at the advances in elec-
tronics, medicine, and genetics in the last decade. If all goes well we
may have an answer to a problem that has caused world wide unrest.

| can picture a new breed of scientists entering this new field of re-
search. Colleges and universities should be able to get vast amounts of
government moneys to open new departments of supernatural research.
If the history of advances in DNA research and cell phones is any indica-
tion we should expect some interesting answers in about ten years.

Scientific theories are never proven wrong. They either stand on their
own merit or are replaced by another scientific theory. The Kansas
Board of Education has made it possible to see if intelligent design can
meet scientific standards. Who could disagree with that?

cal eye, chastising the media, for example, if
they give equal weight to evolution and intelli-
gent design as competing scientific theories.
Intelligent design, or the idea that creation is
too complex not to have a designer, Haught

bl ogged, fiis not even a
He notes journalists are inaccurate whenever
they say evolution is f

scientific theories by definition are backed up
with experimentation and tests. So unlike the
common use of the word of theory, scientific
theories are much more |
guesses, 0 Haught says.
As a disclaimer, akaugh
strictly his and are not a reflection of his em-
pl oyer, the Volusia Col
When asked about his activism, Gary Davidson,
Haught 6s boss, referred
tives manual, which tells employees they are
Afencouraged to exercise
with the stipulations that county employees can-
not run for political office or participate in po-
litical activities during work hours.
Looking beyond his current job, Haught, 37,
is taking online courses to become a high school
science teacher. As the father of two children in
public schools in Lake County, he is concerned
about state education. As a taxpayer, he finds it
contradictory that Florida will spend millions to
attract biotech companies but balk at teaching
basic science. Because the courts have struck
down the teaching of creationism and I.D. in
public schools, Haught said evolution opponents
are limited to arguing that schools should keep
an open mind about other possible explen=-
tions for the origins of life. A
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ATHEISTS OF FLORIDA MEMBER MICHAEL ZACCAR is to be re- lished a printing business for a number of years.
membered as a staunch athei st . HeMéniaiaald singie ard drierelg to diis many acquaingan-c -

ing and Atrying to convert e vces: Sincenbeconting a meenber of AtheisistohFHpiida, @acdar He
was never embarrassed expressing his views of atheist logic. sent us a donation of $10 every month without fail. He de-
Zaccar met A of F member Celia Glantz . lighted to assure that atheism will exist
at a dance when he revealed his thoughts Michael Zaccar to be a force for eons of time through his
to her. She was delighted to inform him of 1917 2007 generous contribution for atheism via his
the existing Florida organization and intro- annuity. He changed the beneficiary of
duced him to Christos Tzanetakos, the his annuity to Atheists of Florida in April
Miami chapter director at that time. 2000 and died June 19, 2007. In November, Atheists of Flor-
Zaccarbs early life is not k areceived tbe bensfit distnbutmpm of $69,73H1d.t ai | , Qut h
spoke of his parents coming from Greece to settle in New Thank you, Michael.
York where an older brother and he, upon maturing, estab- o C. Glantz
1
Top 10 religion stories of 2007 #5 E Episcopal/Anglican clash .

_ _ The defection of conservati|ves
Compiled by TIME Magazine positions on gays unstemmed by
#10 E Kidnapped Korean Missionaries Orleans, left open the likelihood of a worldwide Anglican spli
The Taliban killed two of 23 and eventually released the respver the same issue.

#9 E The Creation Museum #4 E Latin Mass

A few months after opening its doors, the Petersburg, KY mGlinging to the Medievalism of Catholicism, pope Ratzinger

timillion -dollar monument to the Flintstone (Young Earth) r el i eved priests of having |[to ¢
principle doubled projected attendance. Of Americans, 77%conduct mass in oldchool Latin.

believe God at least guided our development. #3 E Falwell fatally succumbs to gluttony

#8 E Another blow to a megachurch And the torch of superstition is passed to Rick Warren.

A year after Ted Haggar d r eB3HFgtRRaks tllesamparysttaipr of Col or aldoos
New Life Churc® havi ng admi tted t o Biflarymonfegset toiwaryen abbunheroMhite Houge prayer

a gay escod& a gunman killed two congregants initsparkinggr oup! Romney expl ained how hed
lot. actual preacher! Are we electing a president or pope?

#7 E Atheist authors out of the closetd e And the #1 religion story of 2007 EMot her Teresalos c

and get read
Dawkins, Hitchens and Harris all pub-

of faith

M.T. questioned the invisible like most others. Saint or self
lished in the top 10. deceiver? The church demonstrated its focus on profit by ig-
#6 E Green evangelicals R noring her request that her confession letters be kept private
Global warming, along with poverty and and published them. Either way, the incredible suffering she
torture, have become hot issues to the Christian movementimposed on this world remains unchecked.

CLA SS/F/EDS Get together with other freethinkers at the St. Pete Atheist /

Send your ad information to Freethought every third Tuesday of each month for good
AthAIFLE @aol.com food, good drink, good conversation, and lotto tickets!
e
Godless in America: conversations with an atheist by George Meetvp
A. Ricker is now available at most book retailers and online

book sellers. For more information about the book and its St. Pete-Atheists//Free-Thought Group
author, go to www.godlessinamerica.com. -

IN REASON WE TRUST

Guitar / Music Lessons:
College-trained musician with many years performance experi- GARY THOMPSON, Organizer
ence in numerous styles of playing. Monthly Meetup Day: Third Tuesday @ 7:00 PM

f _ Contact: easy8@tampabay.rr.com
Contact Michael at (813) 545-1071 http://atheists.meetup,com, 209

Fine American-made, Hand-crafted jewelry (great gifts

Athe|sts Of Flonda for any occasiond Secular, Pagan or otherwise!:

I'f youdre | ooki n-gfakiodrpiece forayour-s p e c i

CHAPTER M EETI N GS self or that special someone, take a look at the Swarovski

crystal, pearl, amethyst, turquoise, jade and other gorgeous

gemstone bracelets, necklaces, and earrings available from

TAMPA BAY: Pinellas Park Public Library & Second Sunday of each TRACY®6S TRES CHIC. Tracy Thomas,

odd-numbered month (Jan., Mar., etc.), 1:300 4:30. 78th Ave North & 235-3220, mschacha@tampabay.rr.com.

52nd Street. .

Tampad Second Sunday of each even-numbered month, 1:30-4:30, (Ifr:gafn Dlj/rlljivgresa;S Otrr:atthearviegegt%r?t?g//;?gretsagf)agfcgrf/
Jan Platt Regional Library, 3910 S. Manhattan Ave. Social dinners follow Wow-Flix ’ ' R

all meetings at nearby cafeterias. Email: care4u@wowevi.com Phone: (813) 839-5852
FMI: Ed Golly, 813/835-1500, AthALFLE@aol.com.
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