
New office for A of F  
Commercial building now home 
to Atheists of Florida 

TAMPAðSINCE THE INCEPTION OF ATHE-

ists of Florida in 1992, it has been the 

dream of Founder Christos Tzanetakos 

for the organization to have its home in a 

commercial building. In mid-summer, it 

nally came into existence. 

Our new of ce is located in a duplex 

only about a block north of the library 

where the Tampa chapter had been hold-

ing meetings every other month. With the 

space now completely built out, the entire 

library and archives of A of F have been 

relocated there and are being catalogued 

by volunteers. 

With the demise of the Public Access 

TV show, the Atheist Forum, we also 

have constructed a facility we will use to 

resume our Web cast, The Old Time 

Atheist Hour. All this, plus a storage 

room, kitchenette with refrigerator, and 

an of ce desk in under 600 square feet. 

We expect to name the ofce after our 

primary benefactor, Norma Cossey, and 

the Web studio after Michael Zaccar. 

These issues will be resolved at our next 

board meeting. 

Our telephone line has been moved to 

that location so we can utilize it for the 

Board Meeting  
2008 is a progressive year 

CLEARWATERðTHE ANNUAL MEETING OF 

the Board of Directors was held in con-

junction with a banquet at the Radisson 

Hotel Clearwater Central on February 24. 

President Joe Reinhardt reported that 

we have lacked the manpower and money 

to carry out many of the ideas put forth at 

previous board meetings. He felt the most 

important effort A of F should pursue 

through the coming year should be to 

challenge the property tax exemptions 

enjoyed by religious organizations in 

Florida. Reinhardt pointed out that there 

are currently 17,643 Christian churches 

in Florida with over 2,300 in Pinellas 

County alone enjoying property tax ex-

emptions running into some $1.3 billion 

just for those Christian churches alone. 

This does not include additional tax ex-

emptions of the churches of other de-

nominations. He directly quoted Article I, 

Section 3 of the state Constitution which 

absolutely prohibits any revenue of the 

state to be given directly or indirectly to 

any religious organization. He and some 

other Board members had taken some 

initial steps toward generating interest by 

other organizations concerned about 

state/church separation in allying with us 

to pursue this agenda. A few months 

prior to the meeting, Reinhardt and Golly 

had met with Rebecca Steele who 

showed interest in the concept, and were 

also told by an attorney that we have a 

óstrong footingô to bring legal action 

against the state to require them to up-

hold the Constitution. 

Reinhardt felt that there is nothing we 

can do that would be of more benet to 

atheists than to accomplish this agenda. 

In that interest, we have tentatively begun  

Dedicated to the absolute separation of State and church 
A Founding Member Society of the Atheist Alliance International 

(The Democratic Alliance of Autonomous Atheist Societies) 

Volume XIV   No. 3      December 2008 

ñIôm like, okay, God, if there is an 
open door for me somewhere, this is 
what I always pray, Iôm like, donôt let 
me miss the open door.ò 

ðSarah Palin 

Web cast, which we expect to be broad-

casting over the Internet any week now. 

Many of our members helped construct 

the space, including Rob Curry, Ed 

Golly, John Kieffer, and his wife, Diane, 

who installed the carpet. Jerry Moore 

located chairs and the refrigerator, and 

Jackie Jordan volunteers in the ofce one 

day every week. 

Besides meetings and the Web cast, we 

will also utilize the of ce for planning 

meetings and all meetings of the Board of 

Directors. 

One other idea weôve developed is the 

Orientation Meetings. These are tailored 

for persons who want to learn more about 

atheism by talking directly with and 

questioning an actual atheist. Our regular 

meetings donôt afford such opportunities 

to rst-time visitors who may not be 

certain what atheism actually posits and 

want to learn more before actually join-

ing an atheist group. At these meetings, a 

few of the members will offer a brief 

explanation of atheism, then open the 

oor to questions and dialogue. We antici-

pate about four such orientations a year, 

but will adjust depending on demand. In 

contrast to holding such meetings at pub-

lic libraries, we can offer food, lots more 

literature, sell our merchandise, and ac-

cept immediate memberships in Atheists 

of Florida. 

Atheists of Florida of ce at 3614 South Manhattan. Our entry is on the left side of the du-

See Board,  page 6 
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switches its feeding habits from being an herbivore 

(plant eater) to a carnivore (meat eater). This requires 

the fish tongue to develop into an insect-

catching organ in some amphibians. 

When metamorphosis is complete, a frog, 

toad, newt, or salamander has developed from 

a ñfish.ò 

Like most fish, fertilization of the eggs must take 

place in water and goes through all the embryonic 

changes of all vertebrates. All land-dwelling amphibi-

ans must return to water to mate by a process called 

amplexes where the male holds the female and squirts 

sperm on eggs as they are expelled from the female.  

A typical amphibian has a metamorphosis that takes 

approximately three months, but large frogs, like the 

Bull Frog, spend two years in the fish-like form. The 

length of time for a metamorphosis depends on a num-

ber of factors, 

which include the 

water tempera-

ture, available 

Have you ever seen a fish crawl up on land? Well, 
as a matter of fact, they have. 

I   MEET CREATIONISTS WHO SAY THAT NO ONE HAS 

ever seen one kind of animal turn into another kind 

of animal. The term ñkindô is used to keep the state-

ment biblically accurate. There are lots of examples 

where this happens. 

It seems that everyone knows what a tadpole is, but 

few know that 

they are a perfect 

example of evolu-

tion. They change 

from an animal 

that is more fish 

than amphibian 

into an animal 

that is more amphibian than fish. 

During the early stages of devel-

opment, the tadpole lives in water 

and has many features which makes it 

resemble a fish. The tadpole has an oval-

shaped body that extends into a long, ta-

pering, flat tail with caudal fins; fish have 
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THE SOLUTION IS EVOLUTION 
No. 39§What òkindó of animal? 

ð  Jim Strayer 

the same caudal fins. 

External gills develop located on both sides of the 

head, behind the mouth, and are used to exchange 

gases from the water by diffusion, just as the gills of a 

fish do. 

The external gills disappear as they become covered 

and hidden by the backward growth of a shield-like 

skin fold called the operculum. Fish gills are also cov-

ered by an operculum. 

What is even more amazing are the internal struc-

tures. The tadpole has a fish-like skeleton. It also has a 

two- chambered heart, just as fish do. 

As the tadpoles develop (evolve) they begin to reab-

sorb their tail. The caudal fin is gone along with the 

tail bones. Changes also take place internally, as the 

fish-like two-chambered heart becomes complete with 

three chambers. Amphibians and reptiles have 

three-chambered hearts. 

Internal lungs develop and the circulatory 

system coordinates the flow of blood in vessels 

to the lungs and skin as the gills are replaced by ab-

sorption and gasses can be exchanged in the air. The 

digestive system will also change as the tadpole 

Jim Strayer is a retired biology teacher living with 
his wife, Bobbe, in Ormond-By-The-Sea, Florida. 
He can be reached at BIOJIMS@aol.com.  

food, the ratio of pond water to tadpoles, etc. By the 

time a tadpole has become an adult amphibian, it can 

hop or crawl from the water onto land. 

Evolution, of course, depends on environment. 

Therefore, it is not surprising to find that some am-

phibians do not go through complete metamorphosis. 

Some salamanders (mudpuppy) retain their external 

gills and never leave the water to spend any time on 

land. 

I showed a picture of a tadpole to a creationist and 

asked him what it was. He said it was a tadpole. I re-

minded him that a tadpole was not a ñkindò of 

animal. He then said it was a frog. I 

asked him how it knew it was not 

a toad or newt. Before he could 

answer I asked him to show me any 

amphibian characteristics on the 

tadpole. He could not.  

When we parted I knew that he 

thought my example was ridiculous, but 

I also knew he was going to think about it. 

 

 



Outreach  
ST. PETERSBURGðAgain this year Atheists of Florida 

was present at the Saint Petersburg Times Festival of 

Reading. With our usual assortment of books, novel-

ties, bumper 

stickers and 

handouts, we 

enticed about 

25 visitors to 

sign up for 

more infor-

mation and be 

included in 

our database. 

The event, 

held the last 

Saturday of 

O c t o b e r , 
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I  
T TOOK OVER 15 YEARS, but the Atheists of Florida 
building is finally a reality. 
And even though we donôt actually own the build-

ing, it is our of cial home. 
Now comes 

the logical next 
stepðan execu-
tive director. 

The A of F 
bylaws already 

contain stipulation for an E. D., which state that 
and executive director may be appointed by and 
shall report to the president. Salary for the E. D. 
shall be subject to approval of the board. Duties 
shall include, but not be limited to, performing 
and/or supervising the administrative day-to-day 
functions of this organization and any other du-
ties as defined by the president and/or the board. 
Compensation may be made in an amount not to 
exceed $100 per month. 

As the economy continues to deteriorate, we need to 
be especially budget-conscious in the ensuing years. 
Having made the offer to the board to assume this po-
sition for 2009, it may need to be unpaid position until 
we can build adequate membership to support reason-
able compensation. But this will lay the foundation for 
a permanent exec director for A of F, which is seri-
ously overdue. A decision is expected at the Jan. 18 
board meeting, which we will announce immediately 
following. 

Regrettably, our legal counsel, John MacKay, re-
cently informed us that he is relocating to Georgia, 
and, although he will keep his practice here open, will 
be unavailable to serve us any longer. We appreciate 
all the help and counsel he has provided over the years, 
and wish him well. The search is under way for an-
other counselor to assist us. 

We anticipate 2009 will be our most productive year 
ever with or without an exec. director and hope all our 
members will continue to support Atheists of Florida. 

draws thousands of readers. The atheistsô table draws 

scores of amused passersby and generates its share of 

ñdiscussionsò about religion. 

Most significantly, it keeps atheism in the public 

eye. Surprisingly, the table draws a large portion of 

fairgoers, either curious about our literature, or laugh-

ing at our magnets, ñDarwin fishò and lapel buttons.  

We even sold a few books. 

Our annual picnic was held Nov. 22 at Picnic Island 

Park in South Tampa. Several members of the USF 

Student Atheists were on hand for a breezy but sunny 

afternoon on the edge of the bay. 

This was followed a week later by our first Orienta-

tion Meeting in the A of F office. We welcomed about 

half a dozen new people, all atheists, who were inter-

ested in Atheists of Florida and discussing various con-

cepts of atheism in our culture today. We may be hold-

ing these meetings as often as every other month. 
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Ed Golly, left, and Rob Curry handle the A of F table, as-
sisted by Joe Reinhardt and John Kieffer (not pictured).  

Religiulous             ðBrent Yaciw 
Bill Maherôs latest effort might seem familiar in style, 
and it shouldðone of the directors was the same guy 
who did Borat. The movie at times seems like Borat 
crossed with a slimmer version of Michael Moore, and 
thatôs not a bad thing from my POV. 

A group of us free-
thinkers went to see it 
here in Thumperland, 
(Indiana) so some of 
the thoughts Iôll share 
are borrowed from 
others who shall re-
main nameless. For 

example, one viewer said she was ñunderwhelmed,ò 
when asked for further clarification she said she was 
expecting more in-depth examination of things. 
Thatôs not what youôll get here. Maher seems to be 

walking something of a tightrope in his audience ap-
peal: heôs trying to include enough zingers and slaps 
(like putting titles over an interview telling us that, 

despite the intervieweeôs request that he be referred to 
as ñDoctor,ò the man has no doctorate of any sort) to 
satisfy those of us who already think religious and 
ridiculous are synonyms, while including enough 
basic freethought concepts (such as the reality that the 
Jesus myth is very, very similar to myths about Osiris, 
Horus, Mithra, etc.) to plant seeds of doubt in main-
stream (that is, moderate religionist) viewers. 
How well he succeeds is pretty subjective. Iôll note 

that for a Sunday night showing the theater had a 
pretty good audience, so itôs not just the local atheist 
pack going to see itðand judging by the applause at 
the end, it was well-received by most. If nothing else, 
Maher might give more people the courage to come 
out of the closetðsomething he strongly urgesðand 
let the religious majority know weôre tired of being 
treated as second class citizens, especially when relig-
ion has so little moral ground to stand on. 

I definitely recommend seeing the movie, but even 
moreso, I recommend taking a friend or relative who 
is a believer. Let Maher plant a seed of doubt or two, 
and no telling what rational fruits may develop.  

Message from the President  
Founderôs Dream comes true ðEd Golly 



us, it looked like she was recovering.ò 

The girlôs father, a former police officer, said he 

started CPR ñas soon as the breath of life leftò his 

daughterôs body. 

Family members elsewhere called authorities to seek 

help for the girl and made a 911 call from the home. 

Police and paramedics arrived within minutes and im-

mediately called for an ambulance that took her to a 

hospital. But less than an hour after authorities reached 

the home, Madelineða bright student who left public 

school for home schooling this semesterðwas de-

clared dead. 

The mother said she and her husband are not worried 

about the investigation because ñour lives are in Godôs 

hands. We know we did not do anything criminal. We 

know we did the best for our daughter we knew how to 

do.ò 

On December 2, a judge ruled the reckless homicide 

charges stand against the parents. The decision is ex-

pected to be appealed. 

Parents Dale and Leilani Neumann have pleaded not 

guilty to second-degree reckless homicide. Their attor-

neys wanted the charges dismissed on constitutional 

grounds. At the heart of the dispute is two Wisconsin 

laws. One says it is not child abuse to treat illness 

through prayer alone. The second is a homicide law 

that makes no exception for prayer. 

¶ Ƶ    Ƶ    ¶ ¶ ¶ ¶    ¶    ¶ ¶    ¶ ¶ ¶    Ƶ 

Religion never hurts anyone?... 
Parents select prayer over medicine 

WESTON, WIS.ðPolice investigated an 11-year-old 

girlôs death from an undiagnosed, treatable form of 

diabetes after her parents chose to pray for her rather 

than take her to a doctor. 

An autopsy showed Madeline Neumann died of dia-

betic ketoacidosis, a condition that left too little insulin 

in her body, Everest Metro Police 

Chief Dan Vergin said. 

She had probably been ill for 

about a month, suffering symptoms 

such as nausea, vomiting, exces-

sive thirst, loss of appetite and 

weakness, the chief said, noting 

that he expected to complete an 

investigation and forward the re-

sults to the district attorney. 

The girlôs mother said that she and her family be-

lieve in the Bible and that healing comes from God, 

but that they do not belong to an organized religion or 

faith, are not fanatics and have nothing against doctors. 

ñWe just noticed a tiredness within the past two 

weeks,ò she said. ñAnd then just the day before and 

that day (she died), it suddenly just went to a more 

serious situation. We stayed fast in prayer then. We 

believed that she would recover. We saw signs that to 
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NEWSFILES 

ñHuman-

ists have 

always 

under-

stood that 

you donôt 

need a 

god to be 

good.ò 

ñSo thatôs the point weôre making with this advertising 

campaign. Morality doesnôt come from religion. Itôs a 

set of values embraced by individuals and society 

based on empathy, fairness, and experience.ò 

The exterior posters began appearing on buses in 

Northwest Washington starting Tuesday, November 

18. The interior posters  began December 1. 

ñWe expect these bus signs to generate a lot of pub-

lic interest,ò said Fred Edwords, director of communi-

cations for the American Humanist Association. 

ñSome folks may be offended but that isnôt our pur-

pose. We just want to reach those open to this message 

but unaware how widespread their views are. 

The "goodnessô sake" ads and posters direct people 

to a special Web site at www.whybelieveinagod.org that 

helps people find others of like mind in the Washing-

ton, D.C., metro area and nationally. The site also in-

forms the public about humanism and answers com-

mon objections to the slogan as well as to the appropri-

ateness of running the campaign during the holidays. 

Such high-profile promotion isnôt new to the Ameri-

can Humanist Association. Throughout 2008, humanist 

advertising has become more visible across the nation. 

In particular, highway billboards have been erected just 

outside of New York City, Philadelphia, and other ma-

jor cities. They read: ñDonôt believe in God? You are 

not alone.ò 

Humanists Launch Godless Holiday 
Campaign 
WASHINGTON, D.C.ðñWhy believe in a god? Just be 

good for goodnessô sake,ò proclaims a new holiday ad 

from the American Humanist Association. Already 

appearing today in the New York Times and Washing-

ton Post, the message will soon be blazoned on the 

sides, taillights, and interiors of over 200 Washington 

DC Metro buses. 

Itôs the 

first ad cam-

paign of its 

kind in the 

U n i t e d 

States, and 

the Ameri-

can Human-

ist Associa-

tion predicts 

it will raise 

p u b l i c 

awareness of 

humanism as 

well as controversy over humanist ideas. 

ñHumanists have always understood that you donôt 

need a god to be good,ò said Roy Speckhardt, execu-

tive director of the American Humanist Association. 

 


