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Any members interested in assisting with the production
A Of F Board MeetS for 2009 should contact producer Golly at AthALFLE@aol.com or leave
Executive Director named a phone message at (813) 83D0.
TAMPAS THE ATHEISTS OF FLORIDA BOARD OF DIRECTORSHELD ITS John Kieffer reported that he has signed up the 151st member
annual meeting at the A of F office on January 18. of the USF Atheist Student Alliance. Altraails regarding A of

The organization had strayed somewhat from agenda itemg meetings and events are forwarded to the ASA members.
passed the previous year due to the significant amount of timKieffer would like to send two ASA members to the Atheist
required to build out our new office during the summer of 2008 Alliance convention in Los Angeles this ygaee page 8)

With the space for the most part completed, and with more vol- The board decided to create a gallery of welbwn atheists
unteers stepping forward primarily from the board, we can nowvho have contributed to the advancement of atheism to be in-
resume directing our attention to more issues. stalled on the walls of the office. We plan to produce framed

The two most significant decisions of the board were to esportraits of atheists or freethinkers including a brief biography.
tablish an executive director for A of F and to resume producWhen ready, we will be asking members to adopt a favored
tion of theAtheist Forum atheist. For a mimi-

The executive direc- mun donation of $100,
tor position has beenw sponsors will be rec-
defined in our bylaws » ognized on the frame
for many years, but wez = of their atheist.
have always lacked thes | The 2009 budget is
funds to pay someones expected to exceed
to assume the job.s our income for the
President Ed Gollyi year since, predicta-
offered to accept thez bly, income is de-

job without compensa-3Ath <ts of Florida 2009 Board of Di trom left. Christos T os. Jim P creased in our strug-
; eists of Florida oard of Directors, from left, Christos Tzanetakos, Jim Peter- ;

t.lon for at least the son, Ed Golly, Jackie Jordan, Steve Miles, Jack Basart (barely visible), Steve Brown, gl_lng economy. We
first year and the gioria Julius, Julia Scott, Rob Curry, John Kieffer, and Joe Reinhardt. will therefore create
board accepted the earmarked funds for a

offer. He may continue to serve as treasurer under these condBuilding Fund and the Atheist Student Alliance.
tions. Atheists of Florida has been a supporter of the original Camp
When the Hillsborough County Commission decided to dis-Quest since its inception. Last year A of F sponsored a child of
continue funding for Public Access TV, the channels wereone of our members who, this year, has an opportunity to go to
moved from 19 and 20 to 949 and 950. Vewership immediatelyGreece instead of camp. Therefore the board voted to sponsor
plunged. Tampa Bay Community Network (TBCN) also was eligible children from among our membership to attend CQ. For
forced to limit membership to residents of the City of Tampa.more information about the camp, see their Web site at:
Although we could grandfather our members in, we were opercamp-quest.org and if you have an interested child or relative,
ating on a skeleton crew. The effort to produce Boeum let us know.
seemed to exceed any results it could generate. Officers
Yet the show still generated viewers who did contact us as a
result of the show. That all ended when we cancelled produc-

The elected officers for 2009 are:

tion last summer. So the board decided that if we could produce P_reS|dent_ Robert Curry
. . Vice-president Nan Owens
the program in our own facilities, we would not have any crew :
. . Secretary Julia Scott
issues and could record the programs at our convenience.
; . Treasurer Ed Golly
The board voted to resume production of &theist Forum : ;
. Chairman John Kieffer
and allow up to $5,000 to procure the necessary equipment to : ;
do so. We could probably record two emeur programs, or Executive Director Ed Golly
) pre y prog ' Additional positions were renewed or created, and can be
four halthour shows in one seip. The shows will no longer be
. . S - seen on the masthead on page 2. A
live, which will eliminate our ability to take phone calls from

viewers, but otherwise it will remain the same quality produc-

tion. fiWe are a nation of Christians and Muslims, Jews and
The same facility will be used to produce our Web cast, andiliale[VEReRE (o fglolgRe=1 EV/E1 SRN0)

we will have the capability to use the audio from the TV sho 0 President B. Obama

for our Web cast. January 20, 2009
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Ed Golly moves from President to Executive Director.
i s

his 2009

LEARLY THE MOST SIGNIFICANT ACHIEVEMENT

Message from the President

~Ed Golly

Ji m St Tha $otutiod is Evolution is
scheduled to appear in our next issue. He
can be reached at BIOJIMS@aol.com.

Judge doesn't ban 'God' in oath
He also declines to prevent ministers from praying at the cele-

bration

WAasHINGTONS A federal judge on Thursday, January 15re- i t 'y
order
Obamads

fused to
dente | ect

the words
oath of

praying at the inauguration celebration. _ nS el : ) tn rnment.
U.S. District Judge Reggie Walton turned down a requests acting in his capacity as a constitutional officer in giving the
from a group of atheists and agnostics, including Atheists opath, he argued, so it didn't matter that Obama has asked him

Florida, to prevent Chief Justice John Roberts from addingt ©

agreed
should capitalize
on the opportu-
nity. This redi-
rected the time
our staff would

create a studio to produce
the Atheist Forumas a \ )
video program in the same financial reports.

nSedRerp

we

t he

expression)

Abl essi

One item postponed from the 2008 board meeting
our Webcast. Having thought ahead when laying Was the production of an annual report for A of F. We

out the space, we can also are setting up the report as a work in progress to be
produced during the year, covering all the events in
which we partake during the year as well as our annual

A

Walton said he lacked the authority to order Obama not to

to give

t me

al ter it

t he

theaooahken
o f f Newgdow grguedithat the indugien gfithose waids was anr s
unconstitutional intrusion of religion into government. Roberts

t o

say the words, saying the presidetdct had a right to free
speech. The judge also questioned whether he had the author-
justice

chi ef

out of

include the

those words to the 3&ord inaugural oath outlined in the Corlo what the presidemiect has asked him to do when it vio-

stitution.

Led by California atheist Michael Newdow, the suit also
prohibit

sought to

ates the

consti

tution, O

Walton complained about the lateness of the filing, saying

Ob ama 6 s that Wieyeswasnotienpugh me fo gat thenease litigatedands |

Revs. Joseph Lowery and Rick Warren, from offering prayé:gpealed before the inauguration. He did not throw the case
at the inauguratio(see previous newsletter)

out, however, instead only refusing to stop the inauguration.
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space, which the board decided to do at the 2009 meet-
President 0ing.
Time diverted to construction of the space precluded
production of the newsletter last year, but now we are
for Atheists of Florida this year was the realiza- back on a siweek publication schedule and expect to

tion of our office which was an opportunity we had not have much to report in the coming year. .
anticipated during our 2008 board meeting. But when Perhaps the best news delivered at the board meeting

space became available during the summer, the boarthis year is the fact that all of the finds in our rather
substantial endowment fund remain completely intact.

When the board voted to invest the endowment in a
portfolio of mutual funds in pursuit of growth and re-

turn on investment, it neglected to set a specific dead-
line for such equities to be purchased. The entire fund
was placed in a Certificate of Deposit at our bank and
have otherwise utilized to accomplish some of the Sat there while we haggled over when and how to
items we had laid out for A of F last year in favor make the investments. Procrastination and -post
of directing their attention to completing the tasks Meeting haggling proved to be a (you should pardon

necessary to construct the space. _ ol .
The office now holds our entire library and all the day, the entire endowment remains intact drawing

our merchandise as well as office space. We haveinterest for us to utilize for operating expenses.
constructed a studio from which we will broadcast
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W ELL, | GUESS| SHOULD BEGIN WITH HOW | practice a religion, | do object to having it rammed
grew up. | was reared in the UK, where relig- down my throat or infringing on my rights to not prac-
ion is not a big deal to anyone. Few people go totice a religion. Although the Bible claims religion
church or discuss religion. The country as a whole isshould be a private affair, | guess the USA skipped that
largely agnostic with few strong views either way on section!!
the subject of religion. The second thing that angered me are these tele
The only real contact | had with religion growing up vangelists. These people scream at you from the pulpit
was the odd wedding or funeral or the occasional mid-and threaten you with damnation and hell if you do not
night mass at Christmas (which we attended to get intssupport the ministry by sending money. | am amazed

Wh y I 6 m a eligio. lﬁeli&(&fng\/aﬁ n n- preachers are driving luxury cars and have mansions,
ioned ™ the hHousg& and there was while those that send money make minimum wage and

~Julia Scott certainly no night time prayers or struggle to feed their family.
grace said. However, due to out-  After about a year of being bombarded by these tac-
dated laws, schools are still re- tics | decided | had had enough. Firstly | joined Ameri-
quired to provide 1 hour of religious education a can Atheists. | got a lot of information from them but
week, something many schools struggle to do andno interaction with other atheists. | then found Atheists
most lack. My religious education at school was of Florida on the Web, | joined, and it was really what
mainly taken from a morning assembly. However | was looking for. A likeminded bunch that was as
in High school | did study religion. sick of the whole biblgushing thing as | was. Since
In 2003 | moved to Florida and was truly joining this group | have become an activist in the
amazed at the level of religion | encountered. | Atheist circle. | have actively gone out on a Friday
was more shocked, however, at how the religiousnight in Tampa and taken provocative signs in order to
majority seemed to have made it their mission to engage with people about the way religion has become

Secretary, Atheists of Florida

Julia Scott is a Gynecology Nurse at Morton Plant

Hospital and the happily divorced parent of an 11- against  an | have also sent my son to Camp Quest, a summer
year-old son. She can be reached at individual camp for the children of atheists and fteekers.
julacott1971@hotmail.com per son6s Theyidgthet usual summer camp things but also learn

to follow and about famous frethinkers and the religions of the

ﬁ

Al n 2 OWQ) gl d. Their message i s tbdlieve. Welgyoudwoudbe rightewhidh isGahydl, fér o
edlthy, happy life. the last 4 years, | have stopped celebrating Christmas.

| moved to Another reason | am mad with the religious majority Instead | celebrate a much older winter holiday, the
Florida is the way they are attempting to hijack the political pagan festival of the Winter Solstice. This festival pre-

and was process. By this | mean they are trying to make reli-dates Christianity and celebrates the changing seasons

gious doctrine law, in respect to things like stem cell and the celestial movement of the earth. The winter

truly ; ; ; S
amazed at research, abortion and gay marriage. These thingsolstice is usually celebrated on December_let or
should be left to lawmakers and voters, not the church22nd and is commonly called the first day of winter. It
the level | guess the religious majority has forgotten thatthe USi s when t he earthds tilt
of religion was founded on secular beginnings; Thomas Jeffersogphere) as far away from the sun as we can get. This
| encoun-  Wwas himself a noieliever. In fact the first amendment festival started way back when people thought the sun
ter e dactually keeps religion out of government. was angry with them and was leaving. They held a

"Also, on the subject of Christmas, you may say that lhuge party and gave thanks to the sun. The next day

the spirit of Christmas, notforthe t h a't people havenot caughif

convert everyone else. a bully. Some of the signs
Although | iStop Christian Fascism,©o
have nothing porting intolerant religio

F

c el e b the sun rstgrtedCtio reitumt Imfast, thvehnexn day thel o

am a hypocrite for
earthdés axis started to mo

days started to get longer again.
WOM N’ ATHEISTS OF FLORIDA BOOKSTORE Lastly | WiJI just explain what Atheism means to me.
00‘) Soledad de Montalvo -Mielche deciphers the I dono t believe ! n. a di vi
‘: entire history of the Western world in this 3 and the Darwin theory of natural selection and evolu-
a“(‘ volume set of paperback books. A well . tion. | believe that life was created spontaneously by a
EX known European cookbook author and wife series of natural events and that evolution over mil-
\ S/ Cllf a mad glotr:e tt;otter, she felt that sgi ; s lions of years gets us to where we are now. | believe
\ e new enougn al out women, sex and foo h Wh ni | m || f n | n in | in m r in
‘1“ \\IS‘“ the bastions of history  d to intertwine them t .ﬁt € tde Izlbo(:?tf): :JtthO S Cu?_t QIJ'f yhb a
= into a new and different interpretation of will cease O work an a er(:j' 1S ”‘? arterlire, heaven
u history. or hell. | believe that my body will rot in the ground or

be cremated. Due to the fact that | believe that when |

VOLUME L I, or I $10 EACH die that is it, | value my life. | live my life to the fullest

THREE VOLUME SET $25

SoLEDADmMo .
VOLUME Make check payable to Atheists of Florida . N .
= and when itbdés over, i 1A S
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as best as | can because tomorrow could be my last day

n



British Watchdog rejects complaints tian advertisements on some London buses that carried
an Internet address warning that people who rejected

about 'no God' ads God would spend eternity i
Loncond A poster campaign procflai#ifhgl Wl elozsT
probably no God. Now stop worrying and enjoy your ||linois moment of silence ruled

l'ife. o does not breach adver-fi-3|r|19 rul es, a Brit
watchdog ruled recently after more than 300 peopleunconStI utiona
complained. Information from AP Writer Mike Robinson

The atheist campaign, organized in response tQhicacod A federal judge has ruled that a state law
Christian adverts, has seen some 800 buses plastereglquiring a moment of silence in public schools across
with the slogan across the country. |inois is unconstitutional, saying it crosses the line
It was backed by the British Hu- Separating state and church.
manist Association and paid forby fThe statute is a subtl e

more than 140,000 pounds i mpressi onable ages to <co

209,000in bublic donations.  District Judge Robert W. Gettleman said in his ruling
f 2 dvertisi ngastimbrthNThe fulfhg canfeUna lawsuit designed to

Sherine
poses in
front of a
London bus
with Richard
Dawkins,
who sup-
ported the
campaign.

thority (A Council concluded par schools from enforcing the lllinois Silent Reflec-

that the ad was an expression of the tjon and Student Prayer Act. It was filed by talk show

advertiserods opi RJstORbb ShBrhan, tah ditspokkeR @theist, and his

claims in it were not capable of gaughter, Dawn, a high school student.

objective substagktaltemBn®si ¥t uPRhg was no

In a statement. ready ruled in favor of Sherman in two previous deci-
AAl t hough the A& acknowl -

edges that the content of the ad  As passed by the Illinois General Assembly, the law
would be at odds with the beliefs all ows student s t o refl ect

of many, it concluded that it was than pray if that is their choice and defenders have said
unlikely to mislead ortocause | t+ t herefore doesnodt force

serious or widespuf Gettlémantbbicke?l RrRic® suéh as the American

itadded. _ Civil Liberties Union, who say the law is a thinly dis-
i ¥ The campaign was the idea of gyised effort to bring religion into the schools.
comedy writer Ariane Sherine, who objected to Chris-" 1 e ft eacher is r e quired

cially in the lower grades, about prayer and its mean-he was convinced that the death and destruction of

ing as well as the | imiKatirome earltihei rthhatfyeat.i

Gettleman rul ed. AThe plMéew OQralnggaurasgg@®e toofl etr haen dack otf u

therefore, suggests an intent to force the introductionsexual attitudes.

of the concept of prayer inteq: tzhe sic fyogoilgs.z¢he saic
a cl s

|t remained wuncl ear i f @&ﬁbds&[ﬁ‘ﬁ[hfffﬁnd% on woul c

end the dispute or merely signal a fresh battle in a fed-
eral appeals court. WasHINGTONO On Jan. 28, the US House of Represen-

State Sen. Kimberly Lightford, &hicago, the chief tatives passed its version of the economic stimulus
sponsor of the legislation, said she hoped lllinois package, which would provide $819 billion dollars of
Attorney General Lisa Madigan would appeal. funding. We applaud the drafters of the House bill for

Al strongly feel and [heirgyse grohibitignon the fynding ofiprivate op il | ¢
should have a moment of silence at the beginning9ioUs schools. However, the House economic recovery
of the school day, o she pagkgge gloes contain funding for the Compassion

Adam Schwartz. senior staff cou’nsel of the Capital Fund. The Fund lacks oversight, sends money
American Civil Liberties Union, said the organiza- diréctly to Houses of Worship, and allows recipients to
tion was pleased with th&emglayges dased soley ugon their religion fog o |
a statewide law that coerced children to pray asdovernmenfunded jobs. Clearly, more taxpayer dol-

part of an organized a Clfar§§pqulp?otqeﬁxpe@q?qlon_méerq)g{a@. schoo
2 zZ 7 9 MITIW 9271 Fortunately, the Senate version of the bill does not

Rob
Sherman

contain unwise funding for the Compassion Capital
Insane Pastor pro_moted Fund and we hope it will remain that way. You may
VATICAN CiTYd An Austrian pastor who has been consider thanking your Senators for eliminating this
quotedA as determmmg that Hurricane Katrina was fynding stream and urge them to use our tax dollars
Godds punishment for sin wsdyidtBisVimpgariaht &ifeN Mow fisshot hé finfe G P !

moted to the rank of bishop. continue unwise and unconstitutional practices of the
Pope Ratzinger tapped the Rev. Gerhard Wagnercatastrophic W. Administration.
54, to be auxiliary bishop in Linz, Austria. In 2005, 2 Z 7 9 WMI9°9 1249

Wagner was quoted in a parish newsletter as saying the

4
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Mt. Soledad
memorial

the era

of the TV-
based
mega
churches
is likely
coming to
an end

Cross does not honor all deceased vettmi I'i tary service, death an
public property.
In their friendof-the-court brief filed in January, AU

. . and other groups dispute that conclusion.
San DiIEGod The Christian crossisnotanap- s That the cross is used i

propriate symbol to memorialize deceased vetq o e s not make it secular, o

erans of many different faith perspectives andg purial marker, the cross has been used almost exclu-
should not be displayed on government prop-sively for Christian burials in order to convey a sectar-
erty, Americans United for Separation of jan message that the deceased lived and died as a mem-
Church and State has told a federal appealber of a particular Christian community. And as a
court. monument in a veterans®6 me
Americans United and other religious and similar sectarian message: that only fallen Christian
civil liberties groups asked the 9th U.S. Circuit soldiers are being remembered. Given the
Court of Appeals last month to overtun a0 commandi ng presenceo6 of t

Mt. Soledad display on public land violates Con-
stitution, state/church watchdog group argues

|l ower courtodés ruling hol relaton tothe rest of the memorial, the primary mgsg
in San Diego is a secular war memorial. sage that this cross communicates is religious, not
AAmerican service persosSecular.o f -
ferent faiths and some f 1z Z_'" fwmasTw 9279 n at
according to Barry Lynn, Heartwarming news AU.
is disrespectful to our deceased veterans to_use t' Financial crisis has bright side as TV )
symbol of only one faith pegachurchesstumble .o

Litigation over the 4doot-tall Mt. Soledad cross has

Ad A i Pr reports that th
been under way for nearly 20 years. Several federeGARDEN GROVE, CAS Associated Press reports that the

A . ev. Robert Schull er, once
courts have ruled against its display on city property . X
popul ar tel evangelists, [
In an effort to save the cross, the federal governmer . le

acquired the land underneath the cross in 2006.

Legal action proceeded against the federal govern
ment 6s ownership of the
July of 2008, U.S. District Judge Larry Alan Burns
delivered the convolut-ed
municates the primarily nereligious messages of

His son and recent successor has abruptly resigned as
senior pastor of the Cr'XFt
glasswalled megechurch home of thélour of Power ’
broadcast of over three decades. o

Theydédre in financi al trd&d
more than $65 million worth of its Orange County

property to satisfy debt. Revenue plunged nearly $ttice to them for their supposed magical powers.
million last year. In a letter to elite donors, Schuller Sr. T h e ¢ o BostCaurjebnewspaper reported that
hinted the show might end without their support. more than 50 people were killed in two Highlands

Although the Crystal Cathedral blames the recessiolprovinces last year for allegedly practicing sorcery.
for its woes, it i s cl ea In a wellpublicized case last year, a pregndne r
fully orchestrated leadership transition, planned over ewoman gave birth to a baby girl while struggling to
decade, has stumbl ed b adfreeherself from atree. Villagers had dragged her from
personality driven ministries. Most have collapsed orher house and hung her from the tree, accusing her of
been greatly diminished after their founders left the sorcery after her neighbor suddenly died. She and the
pulpit or died. baby survived, according to media reports.

Mo s t of t en, itds the pa The killing of witches, or sangumas, is not a new n
generates the donat i ons . phenomenon inrural areas of the country. Emory Uhir a
mented media landscape, the era of the-bBged versity anthropology professor Bruce Knauft, who
megachurches modeled after the likes of Swaggerilived in a village in the western province of Papua New
Roberts, and Schuller is likely, mercifully, coming to Guineain the early 1980s, traced family histories for

an end. 42 years and found that one in three adult deaths were
2 2 9 9 MI70M 7279 homicide® fithe bulk of these being collective killings
DarkAgesstiIIthriving of suspected sorcer efremn 0

CNN3 A woman in rural Papua New Guinea was Primitive to Postcolonial in Melanesia and Anthropol-

bound and gagged, tied to a log and set ablaze on a piogy.

of tires last month, possibly because villagers sus-t. In r(fec6egt yﬁﬁ\rs, as AIIDS .nas tak(ra]nva ttc))I” rI: Ejhe ha-
pected her of being a witch, according to police. lon O ‘6.7 Million people, villagers have blamed Sus-

P ted witche$ and not the virud for the deaths.
Her death adds to a growing list of men and womer PeCtEa . i X
who have been accused of sorcery and then tortured 'Accordlng to the United Nations, Papua New Guinea

killed in the South Pacific island nation, where tradi- accounts for 90 percent 0

tional beliefs hold sway in many regions. The victims cases "%”d is one of four Askacific countries with an
are often scapegoats f Orepldemlc. There have been a number of cases where

- . people were killed because they were accused of
death, and bands of tribesmen collude to mete out Ju'spreading HIV or AIDS. A
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