
ñWe are a nation of Christians and Muslims, Jews and 
Hindus ðand non -believers. ò 

ðPresident B. Obama  

January 20, 2009  

A of F Board Meets for 2009  
Executive Director named 
TAMPAðTHE ATHEISTS OF FLORIDA BOARD OF DIRECTORS HELD ITS 

annual meeting at the A of F office on January 18. 

The organization had strayed somewhat from agenda items 

passed the previous year due to the significant amount of time 

required to build out our new office during the summer of 2008. 

With the space for the most part completed, and with more vol-

unteers stepping forward primarily from the board, we can now 

resume directing our attention to more issues. 

The two most significant decisions of the board were to es-

tablish an executive director for A of F and to resume produc-

tion of the Atheist Forum. 

The executive direc-

tor position has been 

defined in our bylaws 

for many years, but we 

have always lacked the 

funds to pay someone 

to assume the job. 

President Ed Golly 

offered to accept the 

job without compensa-

tion for at least the 

first year and the 

board accepted the 

offer. He may continue to serve as treasurer under these condi-

tions. 

When the Hillsborough County Commission decided to dis-

continue funding for Public Access TV, the channels were 

moved from 19 and 20 to 949 and 950. Vewership immediately 

plunged. Tampa Bay Community Network (TBCN) also was 

forced to limit membership to residents of the City of Tampa. 

Although we could grandfather our members in, we were oper-

ating on a skeleton crew. The effort to produce the Forum 

seemed to exceed any results it could generate. 

Yet the show still generated viewers who did contact us as a 

result of the show. That all ended when we cancelled produc-

tion last summer. So the board decided that if we could produce 

the program in our own facilities, we would not have any crew 

issues and could record the programs at our convenience. 

The board voted to resume production of the Atheist Forum 

and allow up to $5,000 to procure the necessary equipment to 

do so. We could probably record two one-hour programs, or 

four half-hour shows in one set-up. The shows will no longer be 

live, which will eliminate our ability to take phone calls from 

viewers, but otherwise it will remain the same quality produc-

tion. 

The same facility will be used to produce our Web cast, and 

we will have the capability to use the audio from the TV show 

for our Web cast. 
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 Any members interested in assisting with the production 

should contact producer Golly at AthALFLE@aol.com or leave 

a phone message at (813) 839-1500. 

John Kieffer reported that he has signed up the 151st member 

of the USF Atheist Student Alliance. All e-mails regarding A of 

F meetings and events are forwarded to the ASA members. 

Kieffer would like to send two ASA members to the Atheist 

Alliance convention in Los Angeles this year (see page 8). 

The board decided to create a gallery of well-known atheists 

who have contributed to the advancement of atheism to be in-

stalled on the walls of the office. We plan to produce framed 

portraits of atheists or freethinkers including a brief biography. 

When ready, we will be asking members to adopt a favored 

atheist. For a mimi-

mun donation of $100, 

sponsors will be rec-

ognized on the frame 

of their atheist. 

The 2009 budget is 

expected to exceed 

our income for the 

year since, predicta-

bly, income is de-

creased in our strug-

gling economy. We 

will therefore create 

earmarked funds for a 

Building Fund and the Atheist Student Alliance. 

Atheists of Florida has been a supporter of the original Camp 

Quest since its inception. Last year A of F sponsored a child of 

one of our members who, this year, has an opportunity to go to 

Greece instead of camp. Therefore the board voted to sponsor 

eligible children from among our membership to attend CQ. For 

more information about the camp, see their Web site at: 

camp-quest.org and if you have an interested child or relative, 

let us know. 

Officers  

The elected officers for 2009 are: 

President Robert Curry 

Vice-president Nan Owens 

Secretary Julia Scott 

Treasurer Ed Golly 

Chairman John Kieffer 

Executive Director Ed Golly 

Additional positions were renewed or created, and can be 

seen on the masthead on page 2. 
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Atheists of Florida 2009 Board of Directors, from left, Christos Tzanetakos, Jim Peter-
son, Ed Golly, Jackie Jordan, Steve Miles, Jack Basart (barely visible), Steve Brown, 
Gloria Julius, Julia Scott, Rob Curry, John Kieffer, and Joe Reinhardt.  



Ed Golly moves from President to Executive Director. 
Here is his 2009 Presidentôs Report to the Board of 
Directors: 

C 
LEARLY  THE MOST SIGNIFICANT ACHIEVEMENT 

for Atheists of Florida this year was the realiza-

tion of our office which was an opportunity we had not 

anticipated during our 2008 board meeting. But when 

space became available during the summer, the board 

a g r e e d  w e 

should capitalize 

on the opportu-

nity. This redi-

rected the time 

our staff would 

have otherwise utilized to accomplish some of the 

items we had laid out for A of F last year in favor 

of directing their attention to completing the tasks 

necessary to construct the space. 

The office now holds our entire library and all 

our merchandise as well as office space. We have  

constructed a studio from which we will broadcast 

our Webcast. Having thought ahead when laying 

out the space, we can also 

create a studio to produce 

the Atheist Forum as a 

video program in the same 
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Membership dues  

ÄLife Member $  500.00 

ÄSustaining  60.00  yr 

ÄCouple  50.00  yr 
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ÄStudent (under 25 yrs.) 10.00  yr 

ÄLimited Income (over 65) 10.00  yr 

ÄNewsletter (out of state) 10.00  yr 
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Message from the President  
~Ed Golly 

space, which the board decided to do at the 2009 meet-

ing. 

Time diverted to construction of the space precluded 

production of the newsletter last year, but now we are 

back on a six-week publication schedule and expect to 

have much to report in the coming year. 

Perhaps the best news delivered at the board meeting 

this year is the fact that all of the finds in our rather 

substantial endowment fund remain completely intact. 

When the board voted to invest the endowment in a 

portfolio of mutual funds in pursuit of growth and re-

turn on investment, it neglected to set a specific dead-

line for such equities to be purchased. The entire fund 

was placed in a Certificate of Deposit at our bank and 

sat there while we haggled over when and how to 

make the investments. Procrastination and post-

meeting haggling proved to be a (you should pardon 

the expression) ñblessing in disguise,ò for at the end of 

the day, the entire endowment remains intact drawing 

interest for us to utilize for operating expenses. 

One item postponed from the 2008 board meeting 

was the production of an annual report for A of F. We 

are setting up the report as a work in progress to be 

produced during the year, covering all the events in 

which we partake during the year as well as our annual 

financial reports. 

Jim Strayerôs The Solution is Evolution is 
scheduled to appear in our next issue. He 
can be reached at BIOJIMS@aol.com.  

 

Judge doesn't  ban 'God' in oath  
He also declines to prevent ministers from praying at the cele-
bration  
WASHINGTONðA federal judge on Thursday, January 15 re-

fused to order the words ñso help me Godò taken out of Presi-

dent-elect Obamaôs oath of office or to prevent ministers from 

praying at the inauguration celebration. 

U.S. District Judge Reggie Walton turned down a request 

from a group of atheists and agnostics, including Atheists of 

Florida, to prevent Chief Justice John Roberts from adding 

those words to the 35-word inaugural oath outlined in the Con-

stitution. 

Led by California atheist Michael Newdow, the suit also 

sought to prohibit Obamaôs chosen inaugural ministers, the 

Revs. Joseph Lowery and Rick Warren, from offering prayers 

at the inauguration (see previous newsletter). 

Walton said he lacked the authority to order Obama not to 

say the words, saying the president-elect had a right to free 

speech. The judge also questioned whether he had the author-

ity to give the chief justice an order not to say ñso help me 

Godò after the oath. 

Newdow argued that the inclusion of those words was an 

unconstitutional intrusion of religion into government. Roberts 

is acting in his capacity as a constitutional officer in giving the 

oath, he argued, so it didn't matter that Obama has asked him 

to alter it to include the offensive wording. ñHe has no right to 

do what the president-elect has asked him to do when it vio-

lates the Constitution,ò Newdow said. 

Walton complained about the lateness of the filing, saying 

that there was not enough time to get the case litigated and 

appealed before the inauguration. He did not throw the case 

out, however, instead only refusing to stop the inauguration. 



ATHEISTS OF FLORIDA BOOKSTORE  

Soledad de Montalvo -Mielche deciphers the 
entire history of the Western world in this 3 -
volume set of paperback books. A well -
known European cookbook author and wife 
of a mad globe trotter, she felt that she 
knew enough about women, sex and food ð
the bastions of history ðto intertwine them 
into a new and different interpretation of 
history.  

VOLUME I, II, or III  $10 EACH  

THREE VOLUME SET $25  

Make check payable to Atheists of Florida  

world. Their message is that we donôt need God to live 

a healthy, happy life. 

Another reason I am mad with the religious majority 

is the way they are attempting to hijack the political 

process. By this I mean they are trying to make reli-

gious doctrine law, in respect to things like stem cell 

research, abortion and gay marriage. These things 

should be left to lawmakers and voters, not the church. 

I guess the religious majority has forgotten that the US 

was founded on secular beginnings; Thomas Jefferson 

was himself a non-believer. In fact the first amendment 

actually keeps religion out of government. 

Also, on the subject of Christmas, you may say that I 

am a hypocrite for celebrating Christmas when I donôt 
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W  
ELL, I GUESS I SHOULD BEGIN WITH HOW I 

grew up. I was reared in the UK, where relig-

ion is not a big deal to anyone. Few people go to 

church or discuss religion. The country as a whole is 

largely agnostic with few strong views either way on 

the subject of religion. 

The only real contact I had with religion growing up 

was the odd wedding or funeral or the occasional mid-

night mass at Christmas (which we attended to get into 

the spirit of Christmas, not for the 

religion). Religion was not men-

tioned in the house and there was 

certainly no night time prayers or 

grace said. However, due to out-

dated laws, schools are still re-

quired to provide 1 hour of religious education a 

week, something many schools struggle to do and 

most lack. My religious education at school was 

mainly taken from a morning assembly. However 

in High school I did study religion. 

In 2003 I moved to Florida and was truly 

amazed at the level of religion I encountered. I 

was more shocked, however, at how the religious 

majority seemed to have made it their mission to 

convert everyone else. 

Although I 

have nothing 

against an 

i n d i v i d u a l 

personôs right 

to follow and 

ñIn 2003 

I moved to 

Florida 

and was 

truly 

amazed at 

the level 

of religion 

I encoun-

tered.ò 

practice a religion, I do object to having it rammed 

down my throat or infringing on my rights to not prac-

tice a religion. Although the Bible claims religion 

should be a private affair, I guess the USA skipped that 

section!! 

The second thing that angered me are these tele-

vangelists. These people scream at you from the pulpit 

and threaten you with damnation and hell if you do not 

support the ministry by sending money. I am amazed 

that people havenôt caught onto the fact that these 

preachers are driving luxury cars and have mansions, 

while those that send money make minimum wage and 

struggle to feed their family. 

After about a year of being bombarded by these tac-

tics I decided I had had enough. Firstly I joined Ameri-

can Atheists. I got a lot of information from them but 

no interaction with other atheists. I then found Atheists 

of Florida on the Web, I joined, and it was really what 

I was looking for. A like-minded bunch that was as 

sick of the whole bible-pushing thing as I was. Since 

joining this group I have become an activist in the 

Atheist circle. I have actively gone out on a Friday 

night in Tampa and taken provocative signs in order to 

engage with people about the way religion has become 

a bully. Some of the signs read: ñJesus Isnôt Coming,ò 

ñStop Christian Fascism,ò ñWant freedom? Stop sup-

porting intolerant religious nuts.ò 

I have also sent my son to Camp Quest, a summer 

camp for the children of atheists and free-thinkers. 

They do the usual summer camp things but also learn 

about famous free-thinkers and the religions of the 

believe. Well, you would be right, which is why I, for 

the last 4 years, I have stopped celebrating Christmas. 

Instead I celebrate a much older winter holiday, the 

pagan festival of the Winter Solstice. This festival pre-

dates Christianity and celebrates the changing seasons 

and the celestial movement of the earth. The winter 

solstice is usually celebrated on December 21st or 

22nd and is commonly called the first day of winter. It 

is when the earthôs tilt puts us (in the northern hemi-

sphere) as far away from the sun as we can get. This 

festival started way back when people thought the sun 

was angry with them and was leaving. They held a 

huge party and gave thanks to the sun. The next day 

the sun started to return. In fact, the next day the 

earthôs axis started to move back the other way, so the 

days started to get longer again. 

Lastly I will just explain what Atheism means to me. 

I donôt believe in a divine creator. I believe in nature 

and the Darwin theory of natural selection and evolu-

tion. I believe that life was created spontaneously by a 

series of natural events and that evolution over mil-

lions of years gets us to where we are now. I believe 

that when I die my bodily functions including my brain 

will cease to work and that there is no afterlife, heaven 

or hell. I believe that my body will rot in the ground or 

be cremated. Due to the fact that I believe that when I 

die that is it, I value my life. I live my life to the fullest 

as best as I can because tomorrow could be my last day 

and when itôs over, itôs over forever. 

Why Iôm an atheist 
~Julia Scott 

Secretary, Atheists of Florida 

Julia Scott is a Gynecology Nurse at Morton Plant 
Hospital and the happily divorced parent of an 11-
year-old son. She can be reached at 
julacott1971@hotmail.com 

 



tian advertisements on some London buses that carried 
an Internet address warning that people who rejected 
God would spend eternity in ñtorment in hell.ò 

¶ Ƶ    Ƶ    ¶ ¶ ¶ ¶    ¶    ¶ ¶    ¶ ¶ ¶    Ƶ 

Illinois moment of silence ruled 
unconstitutional 
Information from AP Writer Mike Robinson 

CHICAGOðA federal judge has ruled that a state law 

requiring a moment of silence in public schools across 

Illinois is unconstitutional, saying it crosses the line 

separating state and church. 

ñThe statute is a subtle effort to force students at 

impressionable ages to contemplate religion,ò U.S. 

District Judge Robert W. Gettleman said in his ruling 

last month. The ruling came in a lawsuit designed to 

bar schools from enforcing the Illinois Silent Reflec-

tion and Student Prayer Act. It was filed by talk show 

host Rob Sherman, an outspoken atheist, and his 

daughter, Dawn, a high school student. 

Gettlemanôs ruling was not a surprise. He had al-

ready ruled in favor of Sherman in two previous deci-

sions. 

As passed by the Illinois General Assembly, the law 

allows students to reflect on the dayôs activities rather 

than pray if that is their choice and defenders have said 

it therefore doesnôt force religion on anyone. 

But Gettleman backed critics such as the American 

Civil Liberties Union, who say the law is a thinly dis-

guised effort to bring religion into the schools. 

The ñteacher is required to instruct her pupils, espe-

British watchdog rejects complaints 
about 'no God' ads 
LONDONðA poster campaign proclaiming ñThereôs 
probably no God. Now stop worrying and enjoy your 
life.ò does not breach advertising rules, a British 
watchdog ruled recently after more than 300 people 
complained. 

The atheist campaign, organized in response to 

Christian adverts, has seen some 800 buses plastered 

with the slogan across the country. 

It was backed by the British Hu-

manist Association and paid for by 

more than 140,000 pounds 

($200,000) in public donations. 

ñThe Advertising Standards Au-

thority (ASA) Council concluded 

that the ad was an expression of the 

advertiserôs opinion and that the 

claims in it were not capable of 

objective substantiation,ò it said 

in a statement. 

ñAlthough the ASA acknowl-

edges that the content of the ad 

would be at odds with the beliefs 

of many, it concluded that it was 

unlikely to mislead or to cause 

serious or widespread offence,ò 

it added. 
The campaign was the idea of 

comedy writer Ariane Sherine, who objected to Chris-
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NEWSFILES 

he was convinced that the death and destruction of 

Katrina earlier that year was ñdivine retributionò for 

New Orleansô tolerance of homosexuals and laid-back 

sexual attitudes. 

¶ Ƶ    Ƶ    ¶ ¶ ¶ ¶    ¶    ¶ ¶    ¶ ¶ ¶    Ƶ 

Compassion unfunded 
WASHINGTONðOn Jan. 28, the US House of Represen-

tatives passed its version of the economic stimulus 

package, which would provide $819 billion dollars of 

funding. We applaud the drafters of the House bill for 

their wise prohibition on the funding of private or reli-

gious schools. However, the House economic recovery 

package does contain funding for the Compassion 

Capital Fund. The Fund lacks oversight, sends money 

directly to Houses of Worship, and allows recipients to 

hire employees based solely upon their religion for 

government-funded jobs. Clearly, more taxpayer dol-

lars should not be expended on this program. 

Fortunately, the Senate version of the bill does not 

contain unwise funding for the Compassion Capital 

Fund and we hope it will remain that way. You may 

consider thanking your Senators for eliminating this 

funding stream and urge them to use our tax dollars 

wisely in this important time. Now is not the time to 

continue unwise and unconstitutional practices of the 

catastrophic W. Administration. 

¶ Ƶ    Ƶ    ¶ ¶ ¶ ¶    ¶    ¶ ¶    ¶ ¶ ¶    Ƶ 

cially in the lower grades, about prayer and its mean-

ing as well as the limitations on their óreflection,ôò 

Gettleman ruled. ñThe plain language of the statute, 

therefore, suggests an intent to force the introduction 

of the concept of prayer into the schools,ò he said. 

It remained unclear if Gettlemanôs decision would 

end the dispute or merely signal a fresh battle in a fed-

eral appeals court. 

State Sen. Kimberly Lightford, D-Chicago, the chief 

sponsor of the legislation, said she hoped Illinois 

Attorney General Lisa Madigan would appeal. 

ñI strongly feel and I still believe that children 

should have a moment of silence at the beginning 

of the school day,ò she said. 

Adam Schwartz, senior staff counsel of the 

American Civil Liberties Union, said the organiza-

tion was pleased with the decision ñto strike down 

a statewide law that coerced children to pray as 

part of an organized activity in our public schools.ò 

¶ Ƶ    Ƶ    ¶ ¶ ¶ ¶    ¶    ¶ ¶    ¶ ¶ ¶    Ƶ 

Insane Pastor promoted 
VATICAN CITYðAn Austrian pastor who has been 

quoted as determining that Hurricane Katrina was 

Godôs punishment for sin in New Orleans is being pro-

moted to the rank of bishop. 

Pope Ratzinger tapped the Rev. Gerhard Wagner, 

54, to be auxiliary bishop in Linz, Austria. In 2005, 

Wagner was quoted in a parish newsletter as saying the 

Rob 
Sherman  

Sherine 
poses in 
front of a 
London bus 
with Richard 
Dawkins, 
who sup-
ported the 
campaign.  



Cross does not honor all deceased vets 
Mt. Soledad display on public land violates Con-
stitution, state/church watchdog group argues  

SAN DIEGOð The Christian cross is not an ap-

propriate symbol to memorialize deceased vet-

erans of many different faith perspectives and 

should not be displayed on government prop-

erty, Americans United for Separation of 

Church and State has told a federal appeals 

court. 

Americans United and other religious and 

civil liberties groups asked the 9th U.S. Circuit 

Court of Appeals last month to overturn a 

lower courtôs ruling holding that the Mt. Soledad cross 

in San Diego is a secular war memorial. 

ñAmerican service personnel come from many dif-

ferent faiths and some follow no spiritual path at all,ò 

according to Barry Lynn, executive director of AU. ñIt 

is disrespectful to our deceased veterans to use the 

symbol of only one faith to memorialize them all.ò 

Litigation over the 43-foot-tall Mt. Soledad cross has 

been under way for nearly 20 years. Several federal 

courts have ruled against its display on city property. 

In an effort to save the cross, the federal government 

acquired the land underneath the cross in 2006. 

Legal action proceeded against the federal govern-

mentôs ownership of the towering religious symbol. In 

July of 2008, U.S. District Judge Larry Alan Burns 

delivered the convoluted ruling that the cross ñcom-

municates the primarily non-religious messages of 

military service, death and sacrificeò and can remain on 

public property. 

In their friend-of-the-court brief filed in January, AU 

and other groups dispute that conclusion. 
ñThat the cross is used in a veteransô memorial here 
does not make it secular,ò asserts the brief. ñIn fact, as 
a burial marker, the cross has been used almost exclu-
sively for Christian burials in order to convey a sectar-
ian message that the deceased lived and died as a mem-
ber of a particular Christian community. And as a 
monument in a veteransô memorial, the cross conveys a 
similar sectarian message: that only fallen Christian 
soldiers are being remembered. Given the 
ócommanding presenceô of the Mt. Soledad cross in 
relation to the rest of the memorial, the primary mes-
sage that this cross communicates is religious, not 
secular.ò 

¶ Ƶ    Ƶ    ¶ ¶ ¶ ¶    ¶    ¶ ¶    ¶ ¶ ¶    Ƶ 

Heartwarming news 
Financial crisis has bright side as TV 
megachurches stumble 

GARDEN GROVE, CAðAssociated Press reports that the 

Rev. Robert Schuller, once one of the nationôs most 

popular televangelists, is watching his lifeôs work 

crumble. 

His son and recent successor has abruptly resigned as 

senior pastor of the Crystal Cathedral. Thatôs the huge, 

glass-walled mega-church home of the Hour of Power 

broadcast of over three decades. 
Theyôre in financial trouble. The church plans to sell 

more than $65 million worth of its Orange County 
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the era 
of the TV-

based 
mega-

churches  
is likely 

coming to 
an end 

property to satisfy debt. Revenue plunged nearly $5 
million last year. In a letter to elite donors, Schuller Sr. 
hinted the show might end without their support. 

Although the Crystal Cathedral blames the recession 
for its woes, it is clear that the elder Schullerôs care-
fully orchestrated leadership transition, planned over a 
decade, has stumbled badly. Itôs an issue common to 
personality driven ministries. Most have collapsed or 
been greatly diminished after their founders left the 
pulpit or died. 
Most often, itôs the pastor, not the institution, that 
generates the donations. Coupled with todayôs frag-
mented media landscape, the era of the TV-based 
megachurches modeled after the likes of Swaggert, 
Roberts, and Schuller is likely, mercifully, coming to 
an end. 

¶ Ƶ    Ƶ    ¶ ¶ ¶ ¶    ¶    ¶ ¶    ¶ ¶ ¶    Ƶ 

Dark Ages still thriving 
CNNðA woman in rural Papua New Guinea was 
bound and gagged, tied to a log and set ablaze on a pile 
of tires last month, possibly because villagers sus-
pected her of being a witch, according to police. 

Her death adds to a growing list of men and women 
who have been accused of sorcery and then tortured or 
killed in the South Pacific island nation, where tradi-
tional beliefs hold sway in many regions. The victims 
are often scapegoats for someone elseôs unexplained 
death, and bands of tribesmen collude to mete out jus-

tice to them for their supposed magical powers. 
The countryôs Post-Courier newspaper reported that 

more than 50 people were killed in two Highlands 
provinces last year for allegedly practicing sorcery. 

In a well-publicized case last year, a pregnant 
woman gave birth to a baby girl while struggling to 
free herself from a tree. Villagers had dragged her from 
her house and hung her from the tree, accusing her of 
sorcery after her neighbor suddenly died. She and the 
baby survived, according to media reports. 

The killing of witches, or sangumas, is not a new 
phenomenon in rural areas of the country. Emory Uni-
versity anthropology professor Bruce Knauft, who 
lived in a village in the western province of Papua New 
Guinea in the early 1980s, traced family histories for 
42 years and found that one in three adult deaths were 
homicidesðñthe bulk of these being collective killings 
of suspected sorcerers,ò he wrote in his book, From 
Primitive to Postcolonial in Melanesia and Anthropol-
ogy. 

In recent years, as AIDS has taken a toll in the na-
tion of 6.7 million people, villagers have blamed sus-
pected witchesðand not the virusðfor the deaths. 
According to the United Nations, Papua New Guinea 
accounts for 90 percent of the Pacific regionôs HIV 
cases and is one of four Asia-Pacific countries with an 
epidemic. There have been a number of cases where 
people were killed because they were accused of 
spreading HIV or AIDS. 

Mt. Soledad 
memorial  




