
Message from the president 
—Robert Curry 

ATHEISTS OF FLORIDA OFFERS STRENGTH 
in numbers, uniting concerned citizens 
from all walks of life. We give a greater 
voice to ordinary people who are often 
maligned or demonized simply for not 
believing the unbelievable. We also pro-
vide camaraderie, intellectual stimulation 
and social networking. 

Our primary purpose is to uphold the 
principle of state/church separation. We 
are motivated by a desire to prevent the 
dangerous entanglement of government 
and religion because such entanglement 
is both unnecessary and detrimental to 
equal freedom for all. We know the per-
ils. We have seen the abuses. We will not 
remain silent while manipulative people 
use religion as a cynical tool in the pur-
suit of personal gain and political power. 

Yet hundreds of thousands of nonreli-
gious people right here in our local com-
munities do not even know we exist. The 
truth is that atheists have been silenced 
for most of human history. The result is 
that many still feel isolated in a world 
that is largely frightened by and hostile to 
disbelief. Many more are reluctant to 
speak up for themselves, preferring ano-
nymity or enduring as best they can the 
belligerence of religious bullies. For all 
they know, they have nowhere to turn. In 
a society replete with churches every-
where, highly questionable religious 
propaganda, aggressive proselytizing and 
the arrogant presumption that piety is a 
virtue, few people are aware that they can 
find a constructive place for atheists to 
gather under a common banner. 

This has to change. We can make a 
difference. 

Let me emphasize that our organization 
is for atheists, but against no one. We 
promote positive aspirations. We are tire-
less advocates for freedom, honesty and 
integrity. Our object is not to condemn, 
but to inform—not to convert, but to edu-
cate. With open minds and malice toward 
none, this nonprofit agency is designed to 
serve the needs of a significant and grow-
ing atheist community of reason. 

Building on our momentum, I want to 
share with you five specific goals that 
will help us make a difference. We aim to 
accomplish the following over the course 
of this year: 
Ç Assemble a legal team to handle any 

state/church separation issues and 
anti-discrimination cases as they 
arise. 

Ç Resume internet radio production. 
Ç Produce our own on-site video pro-

grams suitable for both public access 
and Webcasting. 

Ç Streamline and strengthen adminis-
trative processes with new, scalable 
tools in anticipation of expected 
growth. 

Ç Re-launch the Atheists of Florida 
Website as the interactive center-
piece of our statewide presence. 

For 2009, I pledge to make it my top 
priority to expand our presence in the 
state by reaching out to all atheists in 
Florida through existing media, as well as 
through the production of exciting new 
audio and video programs. This vital 
work is already in progress. Your help 
will be indispensable for us to see it 
through to completion. 

To succeed in such an ambitious set of 
goals at this critical time, I am asking for 
your renewed support. Please consider 
how you might contribute to any of the 
above items. Together, we will bring 
about momentous changes that none of us 
could manage on our own. Contributions 
may come in many forms, including (but 
not limited to) your volunteer time, finan-
cial generosity, and creative ideas. If you 
already have something in mind, tell me. 
If you do not know or need more infor-
mation, do not hesitate to ask. I encour-
age you to send your comments, ques-

tions, suggestions and feedback. 

Rob Curry can be contacted at: 
rob@free2think.net or rob@robcurry.net 
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Consider the demographics. Florida‟s 
population is projected to exceed 19 mil-
lion in the 2010 census, with 16% of us 
being nonreligious. That is well over 
three million people across the state who 
should know who we are, why we exist 
and how to contact us for assistance. I 
submit that we have a civic duty to reach 
out to these millions who could readily 
benefit from what we have to offer. 

So who are we? 
We are people who 
legitimately dis-
agree with super-
natural doctrines 
while valuing per-
sonal liberty as a 
precious heritage 
for everyone. In-
deed, as individu-
als, we can and 
should exercise this 
liberty to state our thoughtful opinions, to 
challenge superstition when it encroaches 
on our lives, and to speak out on the vital 
concerns of human existence. As an insti-
tution, we are focused on the shared re-
solve to ensure government neutrality in 
matters of arbitrary religious faith. The 
laws of the land that govern us all, theists 
and atheists alike, should always have a 
clear secular purpose. The state must not 
support any sect or denomination over 
another, nor support religion in prefer-
ence to no religion. Therefore, let us be 
ever vigilant in defending ourselves, our 
families and our neighbors from the cor-
rupting influence of state/church entan-
glement. To this end, we are determined 
to take action. 

Effective action calls for adequate 
preparation. I am happy to say that care-
ful planning, hard work and dedication 
made it possible to open our first office 
last year. It now includes an internet-
ready studio, our library collection, stor-
age for outreach materials, and a general 
meeting area. Volunteer staff now have a 
dedicated place to work on special pro-
jects. This impressive achievement has 
prepared us for action better than ever 
before. But there's so much more to be 
done. 

ñI do not think I could myself be 
brought to support a man for office 
whom I knew to be open enemy of, 

or scoffer at, religion.ò  

—Abraham Lincoln 

Robert Curry 

javascript:void


www.atheistsofflorida.org 

www.free2think.org 

3614 S. Manhattan Ave. 
Tampa, FL  33629 

Chapters: 

Tampa Bay 
PO BOX 130753 
TAMPA, FL 33681 
(813) 835-1500 

ATHALFLE@aol.com 

Published approximately every six 
weeks by Atheists of Florida, Inc., 

a  non -p ro f i t ,  educat iona l 
corporation founded to heighten 
public awareness about atheism 
and moni tor  s ta te /church 
separation issues. Newsletter is 
posted on our Web sites and a 
printed copy can be mailed to our 
members on request. Classified 
advertising free to members. Send 
newsletter submissions to 
ATHALFLE@aol.com. Articles 
may be edited for clarity or length. 
Atheists of Florida, Inc. is a found-
ing Member Society of the Atheist 
Alliance International. 

Membership dues 

ÄLife Member $  500.00 

ÄSustaining  60.00  yr 

ÄCouple  50.00  yr 

ÄIndividual 40.00  yr 

ÄStudent (under 25 yrs.) 10.00  yr 

ÄLimited Income (over 65) 10.00  yr 

ÄNewsletter (out of state) 10.00  yr 

Officers 

Chairman: John Kieffer 
President: Robert Curry 
Vice President: Nan Owens 
Secretary: Julia Scott 
Treasurer: Ed Golly 

Executive Director 

Ed Golly 

State Board of Directors 

Jack Basart Stephen Brown 
Jacqueline Jordan Gloria Julius 
Steven Miles James Peterson 
Joe Reinhardt 

Christos Tzanetakos, Founder 

Newsletter Production: 

Editor: Ed Golly 
Contributing Staff: Jim Strayer,  

Rob Curry, Nan Owens 

Web Masters 

Jim Peterson 
Robert Curry 

Atheist Forum Producer 

Ed Golly 

Legal Affairs Coordinator 

Christos Tzanetakos 

Publications Coordinator 

James Peterson 

Marketing Coordinator 

John Kieffer 

Office Manager 

Jacqueline Jordan 

ancestorðthus contradicting the evolutionary tree 

of life? 

Text books do present information of the Cambrian 

period. The fact is that all major groups do not appear 

in the same strata. The claim that the major groups of 

animals appeared suddenly in the fossil record is 

wrong, and misleading. It can be easily demonstrated 

by checking the early animal evolution that stretches 

back ten to forty-million years earlier than the Chengji-

ang fossil beds. There is a complete explanation of the 

creationist spin on the Cambrian Explosion in the Na-

tional Center for Science Education, REPORTS, Sept/

Oct 2000, pages 16-22. 

3. Vertebrate embryos. Why do textbooks use 

drawings of similarities in vertebrate embryos as 

evidence for 

common an-

cestryðeven 

though biolo-

T  
HE DISCOVERY INSTITUTE, A CREATIONIST THINK 

tank which is critical of evolution, is supplying 

students with prepared questions on such topics as the 

origins of life and the theory of evolution. 

Some of these questions are based on incorrect infor-

mation. 

Attacking evolution does not prove any other theory 

to be correct. Students should know that any scientific 

theory must be 

based on verifi-

able evidence. 

We should en-

courage students 

to search for in-

formation from 

scientific journals 

or college biology text books that support any 

other theory, such as creationism or intelligent 

design. 

These questions given to students by the Dis-

covery Institute should aid in the teaching of 

evolution. 

The following are the Discovery Institute‟s 

questions and a brief answer with sources: 
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THE SOLUTION IS EVOLUTION 
No. 41§ Challenge the Biology Teacher 

~Jim Strayer 

1. Why do textbooks claim that the 1953 Miller-

Urey experiment shows how lifeôs building blocks 

may have formed on Earthðwhen conditions on 

the early Earth were probably nothing like those 

used in the experiment, and the origin of life re-

mains a mystery? 

Stanley Miller did have a good idea of what the early 

environment on Earth might have been like by study-

ing the gaseous clouds in outer space. The experiment 

has been repeated several times by other scientists us-

ing other probable gasses. These experiments have 

yielded interesting results about how life may have 

started, but they have little to do with the scientific 

theory of evolution which is based on evidence 

from  DNA, cells and organisms. The Miller-Urey ex-

periment is in text books to show that scientists are 

continually studying how the early stages of life might 

have come about. The Miller-Urey experiments also 

show how science is done and verified by other scien-

tists. (BIOLOGY today and tomorrow, Cecie Starr, 2005 g.221-222) 

2. Darwinôs tree of life. Why donôt textbooks dis-

cuss the ñCambrian explosion,ò in which all major 

animal groups appear together in the fossil record 

fully formed instead of branching from a common 

Jim Strayer is a retired biology teacher living with 
his wife, Bobbe, in Ormond-By-The-Sea, Florida. 
He can be reached at BIOJIMS@aol.com.  

gists have known for over a century that vertebrate 

embryos are not most similar in their early stages, 

and the drawings are faked? 

The reason that text books use comparison of early 

embryo development is because they show so many 

similarities. In the very early stages, sometimes photo-

graphs are used to show the formation of tissues which 

will develop into organs. Human embryos, for exam-

ple, have pharyngeal pouches, a tail, and six aortic 

arches—all features found in embryonic fish. The 

statement that these drawings are faked probably refers 

to Haeckel who did his work in the middle 1800‟s. We 

now have very good photographs of the tissue and or-

gan development to show the similarities as well as the 

differences of embryology development. 
(BIOLOGY today and tomorrow, Cecie Starr, 2005 . pg. 471) 

4. The archaeopteryx. Why do textbooks portray 

this fossil as the missing link between dinosaurs and 

modern birdsðeven though modern birds are 



F 
EBRUARY 12TH, 2009 WAS THE 200TH BIRTH ANNI-

versary of Charles Darwin. With his Theory of 
Evolution by Natural Selection, introduced 150 years 
ago in his revolutionary work On the Origin of Spe-
cies, he deflated established religious world views and 
opened our eyes to reality. He liberated our mind and 

changed forever the 
way we view the 
world and ourselves. 
His ingenious idea, 
hardened by an over-
whelming multitude 
of proofs, gave us the 

key to understand all life on earth in its complex-
ity and diversity—and all possible life on any 
planet. 
Darwin‟s findings rejected the most powerful 
reason to believe in a god. “I could not imagine 
being an atheist before 1859, when Darwin‟s Ori-
gin of Species was published. Darwin made it pos-

sible to be an intellectually fulfilled atheist,” says the 
prominent British atheist and biologist Prof. Richard 
Dawkins, Darwin‟s most articulate scientific successor 
and strong protector against the wave of fanatic reli-
gious creationism—Christian as well as Islamic—that 
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probably not descended from it, and its sup-

posed ancestors do not appear until millions of 

years after it? 
There is much new evidence to connect dinosaurs 

and birds. Recent fossils found in China leave no doubt 
about birds evolving from dinosaurs. Most paleontolo-
gists now consider birds to be dinosaurs because of the 
evolution of feathers and skeletal structure. There is an 
excellent documentary on this subject, “The Dinosaur 
Feather Mystery,” produced by Discovery Commu-
nications. 
The June 2005, DISCOVER magazine has excellent 

photographs showing dinosaur fossils with feathers. 

5. Peppered moths. Why do textbooks use pictures 

of peppered moths camouflaged on tree trunks as 

evidence for natural selectionðwhen biologists 

have known since the 1980s that the moths don't 

normally rest on tree trunks, and all the pictures 

have been staged?  
The Peppered Moth is a good example of Directional 

Selection in a population. It is only one of many exam-
ples. Some text book authors use butterflies, insects, 
mice and even plants. The principle is still the same. It 
shows a change in the population because of a change 
in the environment. (BIOLOGY today and tomorrow, Cecie 

Starr, 2005, pg. 187-188) 
6. Darwin's finches. Why do textbooks claim that 

beak changes in Galapagos finches during a severe 

drought can explain the origin of species by natural 

selectionðeven though the changes were reversed 

after the drought ended, and no net evolution oc-

curred? 
This is a strange question because the example 

shows how evolution occurs because of a change in 
environment. There is no such thing as “net evolution.” 
Evolution is not headed in any direction. 

7. Mutant fruit flies. Why do textbooks use fruit 

Evolution 

is not 

headed in 

any 

direction. 

flies with an extra pair of wings as evidence that 

DNA mutations can supply raw materials for evolu-

tionðeven though the extra wings have no muscles 

and these disabled mutants cannot survive outside 

the laboratory? 
Most mutations are not beneficial to the organism. 

Most offspring do not survive to reproduce. The exam-
ple is evidence for evolution by Natural Selection. 

8. Human origins. Why are artistsô drawings of 

apelike humans used to justify materialistic claims 
that we are just animals and our existence is a mere 

accidentðwhen fossil experts cannot even 

agree on who our supposed ancestors 

were or what they looked like? 
Fossil experts do agree on the basics 

of human evolution. As with every field 
of evolutionary study, new discoveries 
are being made each year. That is the 
way science works. New discoveries mean that scien-
tists can evaluate the evidence and improve upon theo-
ries. Human fossil history is changing and will change 
even more as scientists learn more from new discover-
ies. 
(INQUIRY into Life, Sylvia S. Mader, 2006, pg. 658-664) 
9. Evolution as a fact. Why are students told that 

Darwinôs theory of evolution is a scientific factð

even though many of its claims are based on mis-

representations of the facts? 
Students are taught that evolution is a fact because 

there is overwhelming evidence to support it and there 
is no other scientific theory that explains the diversity 
of life on earth. 

Attacking evolution is meaningless unless there is 
another theory based on evidence to challenge it. 

As teachers we have an obligation to show our 
sources of information. Students have the same obliga-
tion if they are speaking in a classroom. 

tries to re-establish the old religious order. 
Whomever does not own a copy of The Origin of 

Species can read this work—as well as all of Darwin‟s 
publications and thousands of pages of private pa-
pers—on www.darwin-online.org.uk. Still more impres-
sive may be the six-hour abridged audio version, edited 
and vividly read by Richard Dawkins. “Listen to Ori-
gin of Species, and you immediately find yourself ush-
ered into the presence of one of the finest minds ever 
to grace this planet. In this recording, which was a true 
labor of love, I made no attempt to act the part of Dar-
win, but instead worked hard, as a modern follower of 
Darwin, to convey the true meaning of every sentence. 
I even surprised myself: the exercise of reading Dar-
win‟s words aloud and identifying in every phrase the 
syllable that needed to be stressed, revealed to me the 
subtleties and depths of meaning that I had missed 
when reading quietly to myself. I hope listeners will be 
enlightened in the same way.” 

To honor Charles Darwin, Down House in Kent will 
become a World Heritage Site this year and the HMS 
Beagle is being rebuilt. Latest news and things to 
know about the life and times of Charles Darwin are 
collected on www.aboutdarwin.com. 

Charles Robert Darwin 
12th February 1809 to 19th April 1882 

http://www.darwin-online.org.uk/
http://www.aboutdarwin.com


ment by comparing it with well-known radioisotope-
dated samples from the region, finding that the two 
layers of prints were made at least 10,000 years apart.  

The finding is a critical clue for mapping out the 
evolution of modern humans, both in terms of physiol-
ogy and also how H. erectus fared in its environment. 
H. erectus was a great leap in evolution, showing in-
creased variety of diet and of habitat, and was the first 
Homo species to make the journey out of Africa. It 
suggests that Homo erectus was able to scour the land-
scape for carcasses and meat, and was able to get there 
very quickly, had longer limbs and was much more 
efficient in terms of long distance travel. 

¶ ▬    ▬    ¶ ¶ ¶ ¶    ¶    ¶ ¶    ¶ ¶ ¶    ▬ 

Religious parity in park may be denied 
Supreme Court finds selectivity in monument OK 

WASHINGTON—The Supreme Court last month unani-
mously denied a little-known religious group the right 
to erect the “Seven Aphorisms” of its superstition in a 
Utah city park in spite of the fact that the Ten Com-
mandments are displayed there. 

While the decision to deny posting the religious doc-
trine, the justices simultaneously declared the Ten 
Commandments a form of government speech. The 
case concerned the Free Speech Clause instead of the 
Establishment Clause, which prohibits government 
endorsement of religion. 

Justice Samuel A. Alito, Jr. wrote for the court, as-
serting that permanent monuments in city parks are 
erected “for the purpose of presenting the image of the 
city that it wishes to project to all who frequent the 
park.” 

Earliest 'human footprints' found 
The earliest footprints showing evidence of modern 
human foot anatomy and gait have been unearthed in 
Kenya. 

The 1.5-million-year-old footprints display signs of a 
pronounced arch and short, aligned toes, in contrast to 
older footprints. The size and spacing of the Kenyan 
markings—attributed to Homo erectus—reflect the 
height, weight, and walking style of modern humans.  

The findings have been published 
in the journal Science.  

The footprints are not the oldest 
belonging to a member of the hu-
man lineage. That title belongs to 
the 3.7 million-year-old Australo-
pithecus afarensis prints found in 
Laetoli, Tanzania, in 1978. Those 
prints, however, showed compara-
tively flat feet and a significantly 
higher angle between the big toe 

and the other toes, representative of a foot still 
adapted to grasping.  
Exactly how that more ape-like foot developed into 
its modern version has remained unclear because the 
fossil record is distinctly lacking in foot and hand 
bones. 
The footprints were found near Ileret in northern 

Kenya. The site, on a small hill, is made up of meters 
of sediment which the researchers carefully cleared 
away. The find included two sets of footprints, one five 
meters deeper than the other, separated by sand, silt, 
and volcanic ash. The team dated the surrounding sedi-
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NEWSFILES 
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said the 

Ten 

Command

-ments 

monu-

ment in a 

city park 

is a form 

of govern-

ment 

speech. 

religious activities. 
“A coach‟s job is to teach kids how to play a sport, 
not promote religion,” said the Rev. Barry W. Lynn, 
executive director of Americans United. “This case is a 
firm reminder that parents, not school personnel, are 
the rightful decision-makers when it comes to chil-
dren‟s religious upbringing.” 

Borden claimed he merely wanted to show respect 
while players prayed by bowing his head and going 
down on one knee. But the 3rd U.S. Circuit Court of 
Appeals ruled last year that Borden‟s actions would be 
seen by students as official promotion of religion, 
given his 23-year history of organizing and leading 
prayer for students. 

¶ ▬    ▬    ¶ ¶ ¶ ¶    ¶    ¶ ¶    ¶ ¶ ¶    ▬ 

Right-to-die issue in Italy, too 
ROME—A woman at the center of a right-to-die conflict 
in Italy died last month in a private clinic, ending a 
case that divided that nation and ignited a debate 
among Italian leaders and the Vatican. 

The patient had been in a vegetative state since 1992. 
Last month she was moved to the clinic because it had 
agreed to remove the feeding tube after other public 
clinics refused. When doctors began reducing her nutri-
tion intake, protesters gathered outside to pray for her. 
Italy‟s health minister announced the death to sena-

tors holding an emergency session to debate a bill 
aimed at keeping her on the feeding tube. In response, 
some senators shouted, “Assassins!” 

A divided 10th U.S. Circuit Court agreed the city 
should have accepted the offer by the religious group 
to install the monument. But Alito said, “if government 
entities must maintain viewpoint neutrality in their 
selection of donated monuments, they must either 
brace themselves for an influx of clutter or face the 
pressure to remove longstanding and cherished monu-
ments.” 
He did warn “this does not mean that there are no 
restraints on government speech,” especially that it 
must comport with the Establishment Clause. And he 
said governments must not use the cover of govern-
ment speech as “subterfuge for favoring certain private 
speakers over others based on viewpoint.” 

¶ ▬    ▬    ¶ ¶ ¶ ¶    ¶    ¶ ¶    ¶ ¶ ¶    ▬ 

Court refuses to hear NJ football prayer 
case 
Action Protects Religious Neutrality Of Public Schools 

On March 2, 2009, the U.S. Supreme Court made the 
right call in refusing to hear a case from New Jersey 
dealing with a high school football coach who wanted 
to pray with students. 

Without comment, the justices announced that they 
would not hear an appeal of Borden v. School District 
of the Township of East Brunswick, a challenge 
brought by high school football coach Marcus Borden. 
The high court‟s decision leaves in place a lower court 
order barring Borden from involvement in his students‟ 



Greetings from NW Florida 

Just a short line to enclose a small check for the cause 
and to say that it‟s always a pleasure to receive the A 
of F newsletter in the mail. Your January issue was an 
especially gratifying read with your timely observa-
tions on the crucial problem of overpopulation. 
H. G. Wells pointed out, quite rightly, that “Human 

history becomes more and more a race between educa-
tion and catastrophe.” But unfortunately for us all, you 
can‟t inform or enlighten “true believers” who are un-

able, or unwilling, to 
make a distinction 
between an indoctrina-
tion on the one hand 
and an education on 
the other. 

The enclosed essay from the June/July 1993 issue of 
Freethought Today sums up my bleak outlook on the 
overpopulation menace. The other items are a few of 
my letters to the local Daily News which will hopefully 
give you a chuckle or two. 

So be of good cheer, enjoy the essays and continue 
publishing your very fine newsletter. 

ðNorman B. LeClair 
Navarre, FL  

LeClair is retired MSGT from the USAF 

-   -   -  

Books wanted 
Dear Friends, 

I am an incarcerated Secular Humanist 
(atheist) here at Davis Correctional facil-
ity in Holderville, Oklahoma for the past 
25 years. 

The reason for writing is I am sort of 
fishing around for a good monthly or bi-
monthly publication as an information 
source for a small budding group I am 
putting together. As you might imagine, 

under the circumstances, monetary source is extremely 

LETTERS  

limited. Therefore, I am trying to find the best (so to 
speak) bang for the buck—the best possible info 
source for most reasonable price. I am wondering 
whether it‟s possible to sample your publication—a 
recent or old issue. I‟d also be grateful for any other 
literature you might be so inclined to send. 

Your brother in Freethought,  ðDearl L. Jones 
Holderville, OK  

-   -   -  

Dear Sir/Madam, 
Recently, I read a magazine pertinent to non-

believers, and I was astounded at my own reaction to 
the well-reasoned concepts depicted in those elo-
quently written literary works. 

For unfolding reasons, I have always had a personal 
problem with the “GOD” concept since early child-
hood; I was raised within a devout Catholic environ-
ment. Subsequently, the only aspect of “GOD” that I 
found appealing was U.S. Currency bearing the logo 
“IN GOD WE TRUST.” Ironically, I am now serving a 
prison sentence for the offense of bank robbery. 
To my dismay, the offense didn‟t monetarily yield as 

planned, and I am left without any funds to purchase a 
few much aspired literary works pertaining to non-
believers. 

Accordingly, if at all possible, please send me a 
book or two that may be new, used, or otherwise not 
suitable for sale, i.e., minimally damaged, out-of-date, 
etc. This prison‟s policy would not foreclose my re-
ceipt of a book so long as the mailed package bears 
your organization‟s name and return address. 

Your time and assistance in this matter is greatly 
appreciated, thank you kindly. 

 ðJoe Alex Robertson 
Federal Correctional Complex,  

Forrest City, AK  

Atheists of Florida has sent a variety of literature to 
both requests, and will send complimentary newsletters 
for a year. 
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We welcome  
correspondence from 
readers. Address mail to: 
Atheists of Florida 
P.O. Box 130753 
Tampa, FL  33681 
Or email us at: 
AtheistForum@aol.com 

 

 

Infidel Guy still operating  
ATLANTA—Infidel Guy, managed by Reggie Finley, was the 

server used by A of F when we originally produced our Web-
cast, The Old Time Atheist Hour. It had been thought that IG 
was no longer in operation and as we prepared to resume 
production, a new server would need to be located. However, 
new shows are being posted in the archives at the Web site: 
infidelguy.com. Some are posted as promotional material on i
-Tunes. IG also has a new gold member feed located here: 

http://www.infidelguy.com/gold_members.rss 

Finley has added a number of new interviews addressing 
evolution, one on autism, atheism and more. He is still trying 
to budget for an 888 phone line. 

A visit to the Web site offers a number of new programs. 
Please consider subscribing or keeping your subscriptions if 
you can. Finley is supporting himself exclusively with the Web 
site. April 30th 2009 will mark 10 years of the Infidel Guy 
Show. Finley is striving for IG to be the longest running free-
thought Internet program in history. With your help, he can do 
this. Says Finley, ñNo government bails outs are cominô.ò 

 

UPCOMING SHOWS: 

March 12th, 2009ðEncountering Naturalism with Tom Clark. 
Clark, from The Center for Naturalism, will be returning to The 
Infidel Guy Show to discuss his book, Encountering Natural-
ism, as well as the subject of determinism vs. free will. You 
can check out the Center for Naturalism and Tom's work 
here: http://www.centerfornaturalism.org 

March 19th, 2009!!ðThe Religious Right with Frank 
Schaeffer. Schaeffer will discuss the Religious Right and 
growing up in a fundamentalist Christian family. Frank is the 
son of Francis Schaeffer, a Calvinist theologian credited with 
igniting political activism among American Protestants in the 
late 1970s. Schaeffer is the author of the book, Crazy for 
God: How I Grew Up as One of the Elect, Helped Found the 
Religious Right, and Lived to Take All (or Almost All) of It 
Back. You can check out his work at 

http://www.huffingtonpost.com/frank-schaeffer 

Come on back to the forums and chat. Also visit the irc cha-
troom located here: chat1.ustream.tv: 6667 Group "ustream" 
Instructions here: http://www.infidelguy.com/modules.php?
name=Content&pa=showpage&pid=5 



I  ‟D LIKE TO START A PERIODIC COLUMN, FREEDOM 
Watch, for us to explore events and trends that can 

affect our precious American liberties—our freedoms 
of religion, speech, assembly, petition and the press. 
As the great orator Wendell Phillips famously quoted 
from Thomas Jefferson: “eternal vigilance is the price 
of liberty.” No less true today than in the passing cen-
turies. 

This month sees the opening of the Florida legisla-
ture‟s 60-day 2009 spring session. As always, the 
greedy, the proselytizers and the schemers will be 

looking to slip in their agendas 
and manipulations outside the 
light of the public eye. Thus it 
behooves us to keep watch and 
expose, when we can, their pro-
posals and concurrences. We‟ll 
look at two proposals that have 

already been in the news, both having to do with our 
state public schools. 

In January, State Senator Stephen R. Wise, (R-
Jacksonville [District 5]), announced to the Florida 
Times-Union that he planned to introduce a bill to 
require teachers who teach evolution to also discuss 
the idea of intelligent design.  

On February 27, 2009, Wise filed Senate Bill 2396 
to amend a section of Florida law to require: “A thor-
ough presentation and critical analysis of the scien-
tific theory of evolution.” That‟s all it says on this 
subject, no more. This was the first and only science 
requirement of a total of 22 educational programs 
covering a variety of subjects and principles. How 
this is meant to be interpreted is something we should 
investigate further. 

Also in February, Senator Ronda Storms (R-
Valrico) filed SB 1360, authorizing (but not requir-
ing) district school boards to permit the delivery of an 
inspirational message, including a prayer or invoca-
tion, at any noncompulsory high school activity—
including a student assembly, a sports event, or other 
school-related activity—if a majority of the partici-
pating students request the delivery of an inspirational 
message and select a student representative to deliver 
the message. According to the bill, its purpose is to 
“provide for the solemnization and memorialization 
of non-compulsory high school events and ceremo-
nies.” The University of South Florida‟s student 
newspaper, The Oracle, opines that “Storms seems 
to…suggest…that celebration and remembrance are 
not possible without the injection of religious 
speech.” So I gather that Storms‟ religion values mob 
rule over constitutional freedoms? 
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Further from home are some disturbing develop-
ments that may well drift our way. Early this year, 
European freedom of speech took a devastating hit 
when a Dutch appellate court ordered the prosecution 
of filmmaker Geert Wilders, charging him with 
“inciting hatred and discrimination” against Muslims 
for his film Fitna, which portrayed a threat of radical 
Islam. Although six months earlier the public prosecu-
tor‟s office found that Wilders‟ dialogue actually con-
trib­uted to the debate on Islam so he had not commit-
ted a criminal offense, the court has done an about-face 
and decreed that charges may be brought against the 
member of parliament in “the public interest.” Ironi-
cally, the film‟s narrative is primarily comprised of 
quotes from the Koran which incite violence and death 
to “infidels” as well as scenes of an Imam preaching 
death to the Jews. So their “hate speech” is not punish-
able, but revealing it is “worser hate speech”? 

This prosecution comes on the heels of David Ir-
ving‟s imprisonment in Austria for his book denying 
the holocaust. In February, three years ago, Irving was 
sentenced to a three-year term for his version of his-
tory. Worse yet, the judge in the case stated, “We‟ve 
seen no evidence that he tried to come to Austria to say 
„I‟ve changed my mind‟ and to prove that he was a 
different person.” It appears that it was not only his 
words, but even his thoughts. 

Not too far afield, here in our own country, we have 
California‟s SB1234, which classifies as “hate speech‟ 
any public expression that makes certain favored citi-
zens feel “unwelcome” or “intimidated.” Anyone 
found guilty of using such expressions could face six 
months in prison and a $25,000 fine. The Christian 
right is unhappy with it: What will happen the next 
time a Christian minister preaches from Romans 1, or a 
Jewish rabbi from Leviticus 19? These are just two of 
many Bible passages which say homosexual behavior 
is a sin, which might make someone in the congrega-
tion feel “unwelcome.” On the other side, a rational, 
scholarly exegesis of some religious dogma might suf-
fer the same fate. 

Yes, we need to be vigilant to watch what is occur-
ring both here and around us. Our freedoms, a priority 
to our integrity, sadly are always under attack. 
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CHAPTER MEETINGS 

CLASSIFIEDS  
Classified ads are published free for all active members of 

Atheists of Florida. Send your ad information to: 

AthAlFLE@aol.com Subject line ñCLASSIFIEDS.ò  

Typewriters: Two SCM, Coronamatic 8000 and Secre-
tarial 300, and IBM Wheelwriter 3. One or all, make offer. 

Get together with other freethinkers at the St. Pete 
Atheist / Freethought every third Tuesday of each month 
for good food, good drink, good conversation, and lotto 
tickets!  FMI: contact Gary Thompson at 
easy8@tampabay.rr.com. 

Fine American-made, Hand-crafted jewelry (great gifts 
for any occasionðSecular, Pagan or otherwise!): If youôre 
looking for that special one-of-a-kind piece for yourself or 
that special someone, take a look at the Swarovski crys-
tal, pearl, amethyst, turquoise, jade and other gorgeous 
gemstone bracelets, necklaces, and earrings available 
from TRACYôS TRES CHIC. Tracy Thomas, Jewelry Arti-
san, 727-235-3220, mschacha@tampabay.rr.com. 

TAMPA BAY: Pinellas Park Public Library ðSecond Sunday of 
each odd-numbered month (Jan., Mar., etc.), 1:30ð4:30. 78th Ave 
North & 52nd Street. 
TampaðSecond Sunday of each even-numbered month, 1:30-
4:30, Atheists of Florida office, 3614 S. Manhattan Ave., Tampa 
Social dinners follow all meetings at nearby cafeterias. 
FMI: Ed Golly, 813/835-1500, AthALFLE@aol.com. 

Freedom Watch 
~Nan Owens, Vice 

President 

Our 

freedoms,  

a priority  
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integrity, 
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attack. 


